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PREFACE. 



The object of the following book, is to give 
a concise and connected view of the life and 
labors of the Bedeemer of mankind, in such 
a manner as to interest the young, lead them 
to desire more and fuller knowledge of him, 
and accustom them to see that all the circum- 
^tances of his history address themselves to 
our human sympathies, and shoidd call forth 
our free but reverential thought 

Many things have been omitted which axe 
related in the Gospels; especially the longer 
and more difficult of the discourses, and vari- 
ous miracles. In the geneml propriety of. 
this, the writer beheves that parents and 
teachers will fully acquiesce; yet he does not 
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expect that his judgment in omitting and re- 
taining, will be in every instance confirmed 
by those who read: he must be contented 
with having carefully considered what he has 
done. 

It will be perceived not only that large and 
free use has been made of Dr. Carpenter's 
* Harmony of the Gospels/ but that the narra- 
tive is founded upon it ; and the writer is glad 
to have this opportunity of pubUdy express- 
• ing his gratitude for that most valuable con- 
tribution to sacred literature. 

The writer also begs to acknowledge his 
obligations to his friend, the Eev. J. C. Means, 
for a kind and careful revision of the manu- 
script, and for many suggestions, most of 
which he has thankfully adopted. 

The notes to the Pictorial Bible, so admi- 
rably fulfilling their professed object, of simply 
elucidating the text of scripture, have fur- 
nished some, explanations, especially that 
respecting Caravanserais. Recourse has also 
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been had to Calmet and other authorities, 
when occasion required. The labor of refer- 
ence has, however, been very sUght; the 
nature of the work neither demanding nor 
admitting more than such running commen- 
taries as could, without inconvenience, be 
inserted in the text 
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LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION. 

We often hear it said that we lire in a 
Christian age, and in a Christian country* that 
we are favored in having Christian instruction, 
and dwelling under the protection and influ- 
ence of Christian institutions. And it is so. 
We have a great many religious advantages 
which were unknown to our heathen fore- 
fathers. 

When God first created men, placed them 
on the earth, and told them that they might 
dwell there, and enjoy his bounties, he gave 
them a few laws by word of mouth, and a 
larger number in tlieir natural feelings", which 
taught them when they had partaken of 
2 
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enough food, when they had wearied them* 
selves by labor, and rested themselves by 
repose, when they were kind or unkind, when 
they told truth or falsehood, and other things 
as simple and as important as these. Some 
of these laws they soon broke, and brought on 
themselves the punishment of their sin ; for 
God cannot suffer his laws to be broken, and 
not inflict upon men the dne penalty, since it 
would encourage them in doing wrong, and 
teach them to mock his commandments. 

When sip was once brought into the world 
it quickly multiplied; for it suited men's 
natural desires, and they had not yet learned 
that it is far better to have constant temperate 
enjoyment, than to indulge in unbounded 
pleasure today, without any thought of to- 
morrow ; that it is far better to look for happi- 
ness in obedience to God, than to seek for it 
in breaking his cdmmandments. Yet all men 
did not go entirely astray from God: there 
were some who were wise enough to love 
and serve him, and to walk in his ways : and 
God spake to them, and blessed them, and 
told them that he would bless their children. 

As soon as the proper time was come, God 
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led the descendants of those good men, whose 
children he had promised to bless, into a land 
which he had prepared for them, settled th^m 
in it, and gave them many laws to guide them, 
and guard them from sin; promising them 
that, while they were obedient, he would 
gmnt them prosperity, peace, and happiness. 
But though he had done so much for them, 
and had given them such just laws, they 
frequently rebelled against him, not following 
the holy example of their forefathers, and 
bronght on themselves the punishment of 
their transgressions : they suffered many woes, 
much distress from wars, and most heavy 
misery from being carried away captive into 
foreign lands. On one occasion diey suffered 
a captivity of seventy years, so that most of 
those who were tmnsported to Babylon, the 
place of their long captivity, never returned 
again to their own country. 

During tiie fifteen hundred years that they 
dwelt in their land, God sent them many prpph* 
ets and teachers, to warn them of their sins, '* nd 
to declare that his punishments must fall on 
them unless they repented. This, however, 
pioduced but little effect on them, becauso 
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fhey listened to their passions rather than to 
the word of God ; and, though they forsook 
some sins, they indulged in others to great 
excess. 

If there were so little wisdom and piety in 
God's chosen people, to whom he had given 
his revealed laws, and on whom he had 
bestowed so many favors, we cannot expect 
that heathen nations, who had forgotten him, 
and made for themselves other gods, setting 
up images carved in wood and stone, or made 
of silver and gold, should be pious and 
virtuous. They were generally very wicked, 
introducing wickedness even into their relig- 
ion. A few of them were righteous men; 
but they were like lamps shining in^a ddxk 
place ; and, though they tried, they were not 
able to do much good to those among whom 
they lived. 

Notwithstanding all this, it was still God's 
purpose to make his children happy, by turn- 
ing them from their sins, and making them 
obedient to his laws. The prophets whom he 
sent to warn his people, all predicted times of 
greater purity and happiness, and pointed to 
one who should come to redeem men from 
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fheir iniquities, and reconcile them to God; 
who should redeem and reconcile not only 
God's peculiar people, but all his children 
scattered over the whole face of the earth. 
This great and blessed person came, namely, 
Jesus Christ, that is, Jesus the anointed, so 
called because ' God anointed him with the 
Holy Ghost and with power;' that is, gave 
him divine power, wisdom, and goodness, to fit 
him for his sacred office. From his title, the 
Christ, we are called Christians, and our age, 
country, and institutions are called Christian. 
How much the name is deserved depends on 
how much of his spirit is possessed : for * if 
any man have not the spirit of Christ he is 
ttone of his.' 



2* 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST* 



In order to prepare men's minds to expect 
find receive the Messiah or Christ, for they 
mean the same thing, God raised up and sent 
forth John, the son of Zacharias, a pious and 
aged priest of the temple at Jerusalem, and of 
Ehzabeth, his good and aged wife, who all her 
days had endeavored to obey the laws of God. 
John had a strong and clear mind, and great 
purity of heart From an early age he appears 
to have walked in the path of duty. He was, 
probably, diferent from other children, less 
fond of play, and more serious; but not the 
less happy on tliat account, because he was 
conscious of doing what was right 

When he becanie a man he did not mix 
much with other people; but lived in a retired 
part of the country, wore very coarse clothing, 
and fed chiefly upon locusts, which are a kind 
of lai^e, winged grasshoppers, and wild honey, 
or honey collected from hollow trees, and holes 
in the locks, where the wild bees had laid up 
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their stores. He did these things, we cannot 
doubt, because he thought it right and best to 
do so. Many of his countrymen, the Jews» 
xiailed him mad because he was different from 
other men; but they could not in their hearts 
beUeve so, if they hstened to the wisdom of 
his teachings. The tnith seems to be, that hia 
instructions were too pure for them, and they, 
therefore, endeavored to show that they were 
not to be listened to, by pointing out his strange 
conduct with regard to clothing, food, and 
dweUing in the wilderness. But these things, 
besides being in his own judgment right, and 
therefore to be respected, were of use in at« 
tracting men's attention, when he came forth 
fiom his retirement and proclaimed that the 
kingdom of heaven was at hand. Accordingly, 
as soon as he appeared in the country places 
of Judea, declaring that the Christ would 
shortly come and establish a new kingdom, 
vast numbers of people flocked to hear him« 
and it was soon spread stbroad through all the 
land, that a great prophet had arisen. 

He preached to them that they should repent 
of their sins, and so prepare themselves to 
receive the Messiah* who would declare ta 
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them the whole mind and will of God. Those 
who said they repented, and showed by their 
actions that they were sincere in what they 
said, he baptized, that is, purified with water, 
as an outward emblem of the inward purifica- 
tion of their minds. There were some who 
came to him to be baptized, not because they 
repented, but because they wished to enjoy 
the chief honors and riches of the Messiah's 
kingdom, which they thought would be an 
earthly kingdom. John saw their motives, 
and would not baptize them, but repulsed 
them in very strong language, saying, * O gen- 
eration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wmth to come ? Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance/ As a messenger 
from God, taught to know his will, he could 
not admit them to his baptism of repentance, 
knowing that ambition and avarice ruled in 
them, and that their profession of penitence 
was only base hypocrisy. 

When the people saw some of their chief 
men rejected, sgme who pretended to great 
religious zeal, and some who were very rich 
and powerful, they began to think that it 
would be very difficult to belong to thov king- 
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dom of God, which the Messiah was> about to 
establish; and they came to John and said, 
'What shall we do?' He told them to be 
kind and charitable. These were sincere per- 
sons, and John, as a messenger from God, had 
a kind and soothing word for them. The 
publicans, that is, gatherers of the Eoman 
taxes, came ; these too were sincere, and John 
simply told them to be just : ' Exact no more 
than that which is appointed for you.* Soldiers 
came, men whose dreadful trade was war, the 
destroying of property, the wounding and killing 
of men, women, and children ; but they too were 
sincere, and John showed them what they must 
do; that instead of being fierce, false, and 
covetous, they must be gentle, true, and con- 
tent with their pay, and so strip their employ- 
ment of some of its worst horrors. Such was 
the teaching of John, in preparation for the 
coming of Jesus Christ ; and the people were 
fiUed^with wonder and expectation. 

Some persons might think, from the tone of 
authority with which he spoke, that he was a 
high and proud-minded man, who felt inclined 
to make the very most of his office, especially 
as he spoke in such severe language to the 
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rich and powerful, and to certain religions 
professors who did not please him. But John 
had really that true humility which fits a man 
for the exact station which he is appointed to 
hold. As God's messenger he must speak the 
plain truth to all men. He knew, however, 
that he was only the forerunner of the Mes- 
ijiah ; and when he found that the people were 
questioning within themselves whether he 
were not the Messiah, he expressed his sense 
of inferiority in very remarkable language : 
* One mightier than 1 cometh, the fastening of 
whose sandals I am unworthy to unloose,* or 
' whose sandals I am unworthy to carry.* He 
spoke in the same humble language when the 
rulers of the Jews sent messengers to ask him 
if he were the Christ, declaring that he was 
only sent before to prepare for his coming. 
How noble is such a modest view of his own 
character and office, joined to such a fearless 
discharge of duty ! 

His freedom of speech was at length the 
cause of his violent death. He told Herod, 
the ruler of Galilee, that he was guilty of great 
wickedness in marrying Herodias when she 
was his brother's wife; that it was contrary fo 
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God's law. This made Herod very angry, and 
he shut up John in prison. It does hot appear 
that he intended to slay him: but Herodias 
was determined on his destruction, and she 
only waited for a fit opportunity. This pre- 
sented itself on Herod's birthday : a great feast 
was made on the occasion, and after the feast 
the daughter of Herodias danced before the 
company, and so much dehghted Herod that 
he promised, with an oath, to give her any 
thing she asked. She ran to her mother, to 
know what she should ask for ; and the wicked 
woman told her to ask for John the Baptist's 
head in a charger or dish. Herod thoi^ght that 
the young girl would have desired something 
for herself, such as young girls delight in. He 
was shocked and grieved at the demand ; but 
as he would not break his oath, he sent and 
beheaded John in the prison, and the haughty 
and revengeful Herodias had her wish. But 
all the gayety and enjoyment of that day were 
at an end. The feast which began in bright- 
ness must have ended in gloom. When Herod 
retired from his company, and went into his 
own chamber, what must he have thought of 
his wife, her daughter, and himself? Dark 
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thoughts and bitter feelings must have made 
him miserable ! ' There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked.' As to the oath which he 
had swoyn, it would have been far better to 
have broken it than to have complied with 
Herodias's wicked demand. If he had incau- 
tiously sworn to his own hurt, in some matter 
not affecting his life, principles, or piety, it 
would have been right to hold his oath sacred ; 
but he had no right to purge his conscience of 
his oath by slaying an innocent man. It is 
contrary to all good principle to commit a 
greater crime in order to avoid a less. 

The disciples of John took away his dead 
body and buried it, and went and told Jesus ; 
and we cannot better close this chapter than 
by our Lord's testimony to John : that he was 
indeed the forerunner, the true voice crying in 
the wilderness, * the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,' the last and greatest of the prophets 
foretelling the Messiah. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE BIRTH, OENEALOOT, AND CHILDHOOP OB* 

jEsxrs. 

It is now 1844 years since Jesus was bora. 
It is difficult to think of him as a little infant ; 
yet he was so, requiring aU his mother's ten- 
derness and care. She went with her husband 
Joseph from Nazareth, where they Hved, to 
Bethlehem, on business which was to be done 
there. When they arrived, they could not find 
accommodation in the proper lodging-rooms of 
the inn, or caravanserai, it was full of people. 
They appear, therefore, to have gone into the 
stables, where there was some rude accom- 
modation for the men who had charge of the 
horses and camels, and who usually slept 
there ; it was a recess behind and higher than 
the floor where the animals stood. In this 
lowly place the Savior of the world was bom; 
but his mother did not regard l^e place, or the 
circumstances; for great promises had been 
made to her respecting this her first-bom child^ 
She rocked him to rest upon her bosom as 
3 
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gladly, in that sleeping place of grooms and 
camel-drivers, as if she had been surrounded 
with all the luxuries of a palace. She was, per- 
haps, more thankful for him than any other 
mother ever was for her child: and, in the 
course of this history, we shall see that she 
was a mother worthy to have such a son. 
There is great fitness in the title which is so 
oflen given her, * The Blessed Mary.' 

It had been prophesied that the Messiah 
should be a descendant of Abraham, and of 
the house of David. Accordingly, the evan- 
gelists INIatthew and Luke appear to have 
taken great pains to show that Jesus was so 
descended. This, doubtless, gave great satis- 
faction to the Jewish disciples of our Lord. 
It is also important to us as a clear fulfillment 
of prophecy. The two accounts differ in some 
respects, but agree perfectly in their main pur- 
pose, which is, to prove that Jesus was a son of 
David, a son of Abraham, a son of Adam. 

The birth of Jesus seems to have attracted 
much attention. St. Matthew relates that it 
was made known to Herod, the king of Judea, 
by certain eastern Magi, or wise and learned 
men; that he sought to destroy the childi be- 
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cause he was said to be bom king of the Jews ; 
and that, in endeavoring to destroy Jesus, he 
slew a great many innocent children who had 
never ofiended him, and caused deep grief 
among their miserable mothers. St Luke 
says tha^ his birth was revealed by angels to 
a company of shepherds, who were watching 
their flocks by m'ght ; and that they went to 
Bethlehem, and saw that it was as the angels 
had told them. But whatever wonder and 
admiration were caused at first, they appear 
soon to have died away, and to have been for- 
gotten by all except Mary, who remembered 
them continually, and looked to see her son 
advanced to some high station by the good 
providence of God. She did not know for 
what he was intended, but her heart was full 
of maternal hope. 

At eight days from his birth, according to 
the law of Moses, he was circumcised ; and, 
as Mary had been commanded, the name 
Jesus was given to him, which signifies a 
Savior. 

Five weeks after his ,birth, Mary carried 
him to Jerusalem, also according to the law of 
Moses, and presented him in the temple, offer* 
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ing as a sacrifice a pair of turtle doves, or two 
young pigeons. This shows that she was a 
poor woman; for, if she could have afibrded 
it, she would have offered a lamb and a turtle 
dove, or a pigeon. But what signified her be- 
ing poor, when she was the happy mother of 
such a child ! St. Luke tells us, that when he 
was presented in the temple, good old Simeon, 
and Anna, a prophetess, both spoke of him 
with much gladness, as one who should do 
great things for his nation. This also Alary 
laid up in her heart ; and, we cannot doubt, re- 
membered it when she saw him working mir- 
acles, and speaking to the people the words of 
eternal life. 

After they had finished the business for 
which they went to Bethlehem, had done all 
things which were commanded by Moses 
on the birth of a first child, had thought many 
thoughts which were quite new to them, and 
had felt many new feelings, they returned to 
Nazareth. They must have been very glad 
to get back again to their own' house, and to 
their regular employments, after so long an 
absence, and with so large an addition to their 
happiness as the birth of Jesus gave them. 
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Nor had they any trouble or anxiety on his ac* 
count; he was strong and healthy: as his 
mind opened, it showed itself clear and pow« 
erful: and his heart was pure as the light, 
filled with afiection, and devoted to God from 
his earliest years. 

Like all pious Jews, Joseph and Mary went 
every year to Jerusalem, at the feast of the 
Passover. Young persons first made this jour- 
ney when they became twelve years of age. 
Accordingly, when Jesus was twelve, his pa- 
tents took him with them. They went, as 
was usual, with a large number of their rela- 
tions and acquaintances. As soon as the feast 
was over, they set on their journey back, and, 
stmnge to say, without knowing whether Jesus 
was with them or not. However, at the end 
of the first day's journey, perhaps when they 
were preparing to go to rest, they sought for 
him in the company and could not find him. 
If ever Mary's heart sunk within her, it must 
have been then. Where was her good, her 
dutiful, her beloved child ? Had any evil be* 
fiUlen him? They hastened back to Jerusa- 
lem, and for three long, miserable days, could 
hear no tidings of him. At the end of that 
3* 
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time they found him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the learned Babbis, that is, teach- 
ers, listening, to them, asking them questions^ 
and replying to their questions. Happy boy ! 
He was pure, good, gentle, aSectionate, strong- 
hearted, and strong-minded, full of virtue and 
piety, and he was eagerly seeking knowledge 
where it was likely to be obtained. His 
mother, we may reasonably conclude, had in« 
stnicted him in all that she knew of religion ; 
and when he had asked her about many things 
which she did not understand, had perhaps 
told him that at the proper age he should go 
to Jerusalem, and it might be, that the learned 
men in the temple would explain them to him. 
The first time he went there he sought those 
learned men, and found them both able and 
willing to tell him many things which he de- 
sired to know. They, too, foimd him able 
and willing to learn, having already gained 
more knowledge, wisdom, and power of doing 
what he knew to be right, than any boy of his 
3rears; and they gladly taught him, and kindly 
listened to his remarks, being astonished at 
his understanding and answers. What en- 
couragement must this have given him to go 
on as he had begun! 
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He perhaps did not know when the I^etsso* 
ver ended, his time passed so quickly and so 
pleasantly with those kind teachers in the 
temple. If he had known, and also that his 
parents were leaving Jerusalem to go home> 
delightful as his present occupation was, we 
cannot suppose that he would have caused 
them so much anxiety and trouble, for he was 
almost dutiful and affectionate son. When 
his mother found him, she could not help re- 
proaching him tenderly for not watching their 
movements better: *Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? Behold thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing.* It was, perhaps, the 
first reproach that she had ever uttered toward 
him ; and in this her love is the strongest feel* 
ing shown. He was surprised that his mpther 
should have had any difficulty in finding him; 
he thought that she knew enough of him to 
have felt assured that if he was not with her 
he must be in the temple, his heavenly Fath^ 
er's honse, among the sacred priests and 
learned Babbis, receiving deeper impressions 
of piety, and adding to those stores of religions 
knowledge which he so dearly loved. Joseph 
and Mary, however, did not understand him. 
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Already, at that tender age, he was beginning 
to see far more clearly than they the immeas* 
urable worth of spiritual things. He could 
not blame himself, however sorry he might be 
for his mother's anxiety : he had not willfully 
disobeyed any command, or carelessly wounded 
her feelings. And his true fOial piety was 
shown in the readiness with which he imme- 
diately left the temple and all its holy attrac- 
tions, went back with his parents to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them. Because light and 
truth were fast pouring into his mind he did 
not despise those to whom he owed reverence 
and love; but submitted to their directions 
while he was yet dependent on them. As he 
grew in age, he grew in wisdom: he was a 
great favorite with all around him; and the 
peacefulness of his mind, the joy of his pure 
heart, the still increasing brightness of his 
whole spirit, showed that the blessing of God 
was upon him. 

We hear nothing further of him until he was 
openly shown as the long-predicted Messiah, 
the Savior of the world. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION. 

' While John was baptizing those who came 
to him in the Jordan, a river that runs through 
the whole length of Galilee, Samaria, and Ju- 
dea, Jesus also, being now about thirty years of 
age, came to be baptized. John at first refused. 
You will recollect that John's baptism was 
called ' the baptism of repentance,' that is, his 
outward use of water was an emblem of that 
putting away of sin which is meant by the 
word repentance. It is not certain, when Jesus 
went to be baptized, whether John knew him 
to be the Messiah; but he knew him to be 
raised up for some extraordinary purpose, to be 
pure and holy, and to have no sins of which to 
repent ; so that, with deep humility, he said, 
* I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me ? ' Jesus, however, would not listen 
to any objection ; but prayed him to perform 
the same ofiice for him which he had done for 
so many others ; intimating that whatever he 
was, or whatever he might become, it was 
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proper for him to acknowledge, by this act, the 
divine mission of John. John then baptized 
him, and, as he went up out of the water, a 
fluttering light, like a dove settling down, came 
upon him, and a voice was heard out of heaven, 
which said, * Thou art my beloved son, in whom 
I am well pleased/ This was the first open 
declaration of his being about to fulfill the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, to establish 
the kingdom of heaven, to vork out the mer- 
ciful pur})Oses of G!od. 

We have seen that Jesus was remarkable 
as a child, that he soon began to show extraor* 
dinary goodness and understanding ; that, as a 
youth, he was an eager seeker after religious 
knowledge, full of piety, most affectionate and 
obedient towards his parents ; and that for his 
good and amiable qualities he was much be* 
loved and esteemed by all who knew hinL 
This early goodness he k^ept up to the time of 
his baptism, as is shown by John's hesitation 
about baptizing him, and still more by the voice 
from heaven. He was now, however, about to 
enter on a difficult work, in which many pow» 
erful trials and temptations awaited him. He 
had need, therefore, to see clearly what he had 
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to do, what he had to suffer, what he had to 
resist, and what strength was given him for 
this purpose. We all know that if once we 
can convince ourselves that we have power to 
do any thing, the doing of it is afterward com- 
paratively easy: a feeling of power to do a 
thing, and a firm will to do it, make it positively 
easy : there is no more difficulty in making a 
great than a Httle exertion if we are fully de^ 
termined upon it ; the difficulty is in forming 
the will. 

Immediately after his. baptism, therefore, 
Jesus went, by the direction of God, into the 
desert of Judea, and was there for many days, 
most probably receiving communications from 
God respecting his mission, both as to his 
teachings and his own conduct. When he was 
fully instructed, and had received that power 
by which he was enabled to work mimcles, the 
strongest temptations to which he would ever 
be exposed were presented to his mind. He 
had long fasted and was hungry. Should he s 
not change some of the stones of the desert 
into bread? He had been commanded not to 
Vise his supernatural powei^ for his own advan- 
tage, fqr one means by which he was to teach 
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men was by his patient endurance of suffering ; 
and he rejected the thought of miraculously 
supplying hiif own necessities. This was his 
first victory, his first exertion of inward power 
over himself after receiving his divine commis- 
sion. If he willed could he not subdue all the 
nations of the world, by means of the power 
given him ? Would it not be the shortest way 
to the accompHshment of his great purpose? 
Would it not be a glorious thing to see all the 
world at his feet ? But was earthly greatness, 
however wisely and beneficently used, the 
means appointed by God ? No : and he put 
aside the thought as evil He would not fall 
down and worship the spirit of battles, slaugh- 
ter, and desolation. He would worship the 
Lord his God, and serve him only. This was 
the second victory, the second proof of his 
inward power. But might he not still succeed 
by means of men's wonder ? Might he not do 
any thing, regardless of consequences to him- 
self, and would he not be protected and 
upheld by God ? Might he not despise danger, 
lay aside caution, and set his enemies at 
defiance? No: not in such a spirit would 
God be served. He was not to try God's pro- 
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tectioa to the uttennost He was never to 
shrink from duty, but never to forget prudence. 
He was to take all possible care of himself, 
consistent with the discharge of his office. 
He remembered the words, ' Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.* This was his third 
victory, his third proof of inward power. He 
now knew his divine gifts, his holy duties, the 
end to be accomplished, and his fitness for his 
work through his entire submission to th^ 
Fathers will. He was tried in spirit and found 
perfect. He was the faithful servant of God, 
and the humble master of himself. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE OPENING OF THE MISSION. 

After the events related in the preceding 
chajiter, John continued to preach and baptize, 
for Jesus did not at once rush eagerly forth and 
proclaim that John s mission was ended and his 
own more glorious mission begun. People 
still inquired of John whether he was the 
Messiah, and he still denied, declaring that 
there was one among them, though they knew 
him not, "^^ho was immeasurably superior to 
himself The next day after he made this 
declaration, he saw Jesus coming to him, 
pointed him out, and said, ' Behold the lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sin of the world ! ' 
He declared also that Jesus was the person 
whom he himself came to announce, and that 
he knew him by the circumstance of the Holy 
Spirit descending on him in the manner of a 
dpve. The day following, looking upon Jesus 
as he walked, he said, ' Behold the lamb of 
God!» 
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When he had the second day made use of 
this remarkable expression, two of John's 
disciples were moved with desire to know 
more of Jesus, and spoke to him. He invited 
them to his house, and they held much conver- 
sation with him. Andrew, who was one of them, 
was so much struck with what he heard and 
saw, that, having found his brother Simon, he 
told him that the Messiah was come, and took 
him to Jesus. When Jesus saw him he gave 
him the name of Peter, which means a rock, 
because he knew the strength of his character, 
and foresaw how vigorously he would fulfill his 
apostolic office : but he did not at once cause 
him to quit his occupation, he left him to think 
on what he had heard and seen. 

The next day Jesus determined to go into 
Galilee, and finding Philip he said unto him, 
* Follow me,* and gave him such proofs of his 
divine mission as made him follow without 
hesitation. PhiUp told Nathaniel that they 
had found the Messiah predicted by the proph- 
ets of their nation, Jesus of Nazareth, the son 
of Joseph. Nathaniel could not at first 
believe that the Messiah should be a Nazarene,. 
and he expressed his doubt in very pointed 
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language : * Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth ? * showing that he thought it most 
unlikely that the Messiah should come out of 
so mean and despised a town. Philip did not 
grow angry because his judgment was doubted, 
as so many people do,^ but calmly answered, 
' Come ajid see.' He was himself so firmly 
^convinced, that he did not for a moment doubt 
what effect would be produced upon Nathan- 
ieFs mind by an interview with Jesus. And 
he was right: Natlianiel became as firmly 
convinced as he was. 

By this time Jesus had drawn around 
himself a number of persons who regarded 
him as the Messiah, and who were called his 
disciples, that is, learners. On the day after 
Nathaniers coming to Jesus, he and his disci- 
ples were invited to a marriage feast They 
went and entered into the festivities usual on 
such an occasion, for Jesus felt that every place 
was proper for the fulfilling of his mission. 
An incident occurred at this feast which shows 
that Jesus had made his mother, the good and 
pious Mary, acquainted with bothhis powers and 
his office. We may without impropriety imag- 
ine that they had held long, serious, and inter<- 
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eating conversations together ; that he had laid 
the whole matter before her; and filled her 
heart with both joy and anxiety. How noble 
does his character appear in this ! He was 
exalted until his name was above every name, 
yet his heart beat as tenderly as ever toward 
his mother, and he showed the nature of his 
mission to her before he showed it to the "O^rorld. 
Did not this increase both her love and admi- 
ration ? Again we say, * happy Mary ! * 

The incident was this. The wine provided 
for the feast was not sufficient for the number 
of guests. He had probably told her that at 
this feast he should make some manifestation 
of his power. When, therefore, the wine 
failed, she could no longer restrain her impa- 
tience, she longed to see him in his glory, and 
she said, * They have no wine.* But no, not 
even maternal love must interfere with his 
free judgment in matters connected with his 
office, and he replied, ' Woman, what have I 
to do with thee ? mine hour is not yet come.' 
He had much to do with her as his mother, 
and he did it with all respect, all honor, all 
afiection: but as the Messiah he must be free 
from all influence except that of the revealed 
4* 
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will of God. In all that concerned her and 
him alone he might yield to her wishes ; but 
in what concerned his mission he must take 
counsel only with his own divinely-enlight- 
ened mind. The term woman was, in that 
age and country, addressed to any one as a 
term of respect, not, as with us, indicating con* 
tempt, or a sense of superiority. Mary re- 
ceived the gentle repulse with all the meek- 
ness that adorned her character: she turned 
to the servants and said, ' Whatsoever he saith 
imto you, do it.' She did not trouble him with 
importunities, she did not reproach him with 
WEint of respect aad duty, she did not turn 
away in anger or coldness ; but waited, in love 
and trust, till his hour was come : she acknowl- 
edged within herself that she was his mother* 
not his guide in things too high for her. 

In the hall of the house where the guests 
were assembled there were placed six stone 
vessels. Out of these water was drawn for 
washing the hands of the guests before dinner, 
and for other purposes of purification. Jesus 
told the servants to fill them with vrater. 
When they had done so, he directed them to 
draw from them and cany what they drew to 
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the governor or chaumaa of the feast This 
was not the bridegroom, bat anotfier person 
whose office it was to keep order, and to see 
that all the guests w^e aocommodated as well 
as circumstances would permit. When he 
had tasted the wine he was surprised that the 
best had been kept till the last, for that was 
not the usual custom, and he called the bride^ 
groom to him and expressed his surprise. 
However, none but the servants knew how it 
was. Whether they told the bridegroom and 
the ruler of the feast does not appear; but it 
is not very likely that they kept siLenoe about 
it, when there was no good reason why they 
should not telL 

This furst miracle was done in Cana, a town 
of Galilee, and greatly confirmed the beUef of 
our Lord's disciples. 
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THB FIBST PASSOVER. 

The miracle at Cana was performed a little 
before the feast of the Passover, a feast held 
in Jerusalem to commemorate the deliverance 
of the Jews from their captivity in Egypt 
Jesus went at the appoiated time, and was 
much grieved to see men buying, selling, and 
exehanging money, in the very temple' of God. 
It is true that the things which were bought 
and sold were for the purpose of sacrifice and 
offering in the temple, and that the money 
which was exchanged was money brought by 
Jews from foreign countries, and which they 
changed for the Jewish coin, in which it was. 
necessary for them to pay their annual tribute 
to the temple: but all this might have been 
done elsewhere, with very httle more trouble, 
and the temple have been preserved from the 
noise, confusion, and dirt, which such various 
traffic occasioned. It is true, also, that this 
traffic was not carried on in the courts where 
the Jews assembled for their devotions, or 
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where the priests offered the sacrifices, but in 
the outer courts of the temple. Perhaps the 
Jews and their priests were not disturbed by the 
confusion and clamor of men and beasts : but 
this outer court was the only place into which 
those who were not Jews were allowed to ^ 
for the purpose of curiosity or worship; fofr 
their sakes, therefore, if for no other reason, 
these outer courts should have been kept 
clean and quiet It was not so, howiB^er; 
and Jesus, when he had made a scourge of 
small cords, drove all the dealers out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen, and 
poured out the money of the exchangers, and 
overthrew their tables, and said unto them, 
* Take these things hence ; and make not my 
Father's house a house of merchandise/ 

The Jews appear to have been oonsdons 
that he was right, that the temple of God was 
not the proper place, even for such traffic ; for, 
instead of opposing him, as they might so 
easily hav^ done, they only asked him by 
what authority he did it A prophet, espe- 
cially the Messiah, for whom they were anx- 
iously looking, they judged might do such a 
^ thii^; he woukL be jealous for the honor and 
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purity o{ God's bouse. The had doubtless 
heard of Jesus* blameless life and holy char- 
acter, of his wisdom and devotion; and most 
likely some rumor had reached them of the 
miracle at Cana. They had heard enough to 
make them refrain from opposition, but they 
wanted proof that he had a right to clear the 
temple of the traders. He did not give them 
any such sign as they demanded, any present 
sign ; but said, * Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.* The Jews an- 
swered, * Forty and six years was this temple 
in building, and wilt thou raise it up in three 
days ? ' But he did not speak of their temple; 
he spoke of his own body : he predicted that 
he should be killed, and that in three days he 
should rise from the dead. They did not un- 
derstand this, and he lefl them : but after his 
resurrection his disciples remembered this 
saying. 

Jesus performed some miracles in Jerusa- 
lem at this feast ot the Passover, and many 
beheved on him, that is, believed that he came 
firom God, that he had divine authority for 
what he did and said, that he was the Mes- 
siah : but Jesus, knowing how fickle the hu- 
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man mind is, how intent men are upon their 
own notions, and what incorrect ideas these 
Jews entertained respecting the Messiah, did 
not put much trust in them: he altogether 
avoided placing liimself in their power. 

At this time, Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
came to Jesus by night, and confessed his 
beli,ef that he was a teacher come from God. 
Whether he came by night because it was 
more convenient to him, or because Jesus was 
occupied and surrounded by numbers during 
the day, and so not able to afford him time for 
such inquiries as he wished to make, or 
because he was ashamed and afraid openly to 
acknowledge his divine mission, does not 
quite clearly appear; bat there is reason to 
fear that the last was the reason. Jesus 
entered freely into conversation with him, and 
plainly showed him that his disciples must be 
open, candid, and fearless; that they must 
stand in the clear light, and be neither 
ashamed nor afraid of his name and truth. 
He showed him, also, that he himself was 
surrounded with peril, and, should suffer a 
public death. We shall hear of Nicodemus 
again, and shall see that this private interview 
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with our Lord made a deep impresrion Qpoft 
his mind. 

After this, Jesus lefl Jerasalem, and went 
with his disciples into the land of Judea, 
where he continued with them, baptiasing such 
as desired to be admitted into the xiumber of 
his disciples. John also continued to teadh 
and to baptize; and this appears to have 
caused some doubts and controversies, the 
disciples of John being somewhat alarmed for 
their master's honor, because more persons 
went to Jesus to be taught and baptized than 
came to John. He reminded them of his 
former declaration that he was not the 
Messiah, but only his forerunner, and added* 
* He must increase, but I must decrease.' So 
faithful to his mission was this noble-minded 
man; so free was^ he from any desire ta 
appear more than he was. 
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THE KETURN TO GALILEE. 

The Pharisees, who were men of grqat in- 
fluence in Jerusalem, and who were very jeal- 
ous of any interference with that influence, 
soon heard that Jesus made and baptized 
more disciples than John. Jesus thought it 
prudent, therefore, to leave Judea for the pres- 
ent; for he knew that they were closely 
watching him, and bore no good will toward 
him, because he was so popular with the mul- 
titude. He was, moreover, a reformer of re- 
ligious abuses, as he had shown by driving the 
traders out of the temple; they thrived by 
those very abuses, and for that reason wished 
to preserve them. He departed, therefore, 
again into Galilee. 

His way lay through Samaria, a part of the 
country situated between Judea and Galilee. 
When he came near the city of Sychar, called 
in the Old Testament Sichem, he became 
weary with the length of the journey and the 
heat, for it was now noon, and sat down upon 
5 
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Jacob's well, whiteh was a little way out of the 
city, and sent his disciples to bay food. While 
they were gone a Samaritan woman came to 
the well. Jesus was thhsty, and it would ap- 
pear a very natural thing for him to ask her, 
when she had drawn some water, to give him 
leave to drink from her bucket It is what 
any person would do in such circumstances, 
and the request would be readily and cheerfully 
granted. But the Jews and the Samaritans 
were great enemies to each other, and carried 
their hatred so far that they would have no 
friendly intercourse : they were not disposed 
to ask or to do any kind or neighborly act 
The woman was greatly surprised, if not dis- 
pleased, at the request of Jesus, and answered, 
* Why dost thou, being a Jew, ask drink of me 
who am a Samaritan woman ? ' 

Jesus was* not angry at this reply, but made 
it the occasion of entering into conversation 
with her respecting his mission ; and told her 
some circumstances of her hfe, which caused 
her to exclaim, 'Sir, I perceive thou art a 
prophet; 'and to ask him a question respect- 
ing a controversy between the Jews and the 
Samaritans as to the proper place for the wor- 
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ship of God, in his temple, and at his altar ; 
the Jews contending that it was at Jerasalem, 
and the Samaritans upon Mount Gerizim, 
which was near Sychar. Jesus told her that 
the time was coming when men should wor- 
ship any where and everywhere, for devotion 
is acceptable to God, not because it is offered 
in any particular place, but because it comes 
from a sincere heart This appears to have 
sounded very strangely in the woman's ears. 
Were the Jews and the Samaritans both 
wrong ? or if it had been of importance, was 
the time coming when it would be no longer 
of importance where men worshiped ? Was 
the controversy thus to be ended ? It could 
hardly be. She replied, 'I know that Messiah 
cometh ; when he is come he will tell us all 
things.' As though she had said, * He will de- 
cide this question,>though you represent it as 
of so little importance/ Jesus answered, 'I 
who speak unto thee am he.' There was 
then no room for reply, and she left her bucket, 
and went back into the city, and called the 
citizens to see if Jesus were not the Messiah. 
His disciples returned while he was yet 
talking with the woman, and wondered that 
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he should do such au ujiui^aal thing, for they 
too had the natiojial prejudice against the Sa- 
maritans. They did not, however, venture to 
remonstrate ; but when the woman was gone, 
pressed him to partake of the food which they 
had brought He did not immediately do so, 
for his mind was too full of the conversation 
which he had just held. He had opened his 
mission to the despised c^nd hated Samaritans; 
and the consciousness that in sa doing he had 
done what was well-pleasing to God, though 
offensive to his nation, took away all present 
feeling of hunger, smd caused him to say, *My 
meat is to do the wjill of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work.' 

After he had spoken further to his disciples, 
the Samaritans of Sychar came out to him, 
and besought him to go into the city. He 
went with them, and remained there two days. 
Some believed on him, from the report of the 
woman : others behoved when they had heard 
him for themselves. This was the beginning 
of the many important lessons which Jesus 
gave to his disciples against bigotry, against 
supposing that any particular nation, or class 
of men, is less beloved by our heavenly Father 
than others. 
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On his depature from Sychar, Jesus went 
into Galilee, as he at first intended. He did 
not go to his own city, Nazareth, because he 
knew that the people of that place would not 
receive him kindly, and as a prophet : they 
could not bear his gentle and holy supe- 
riority. The other Galileans received him 
gladly, many of them having seen all the 
things which he did in Jerusalem, at the feast 
of the Passover. He went to Cana, where he 
had turned the water into wine. While he 
was there, a nobleman who lived at Caper- 
naum, a town of Galilee, near the sea of Ti- 
berias, came to him, and begged of him to go 
to Capernaum and heal his son, who was at 
the point of death. There appears to have 
been something in the father's words, tone, or 
manner, which showed that his belief in Jesus 
depended on his healing the sick boy ; for Je- 
sus replied to him, ' Unless ye see signs and 
wonders ye will not beheve.' This reply 
made the sorrowful man more earnest in his 
supplication; 'Lord, come down ere my child 
die.* Jesus could refmin no longer from com- 
forting him : knowing that he had the power, 
he oould not withhold the wiQ to restore the 
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suffering child : he answered, * Go thy wa^, 
thy son liveth.* The man believed our Lord, 
and turned his steps toward his home, full of 
joyful anticipation. As he went, his servants 
came to meet him, glad to tell him that his 
son had recovered. He inquired of them 
when he began to get better, and found that it 
was just at the time in which Jesus had said, 
* Thy son hveth.' If he had spoken to Jesus 
now, would he have shown in any way that he 
still doubted about his holy mission ? No, not 
now ; he had himself experienced full proof of 
his goodness and power. We are told, what 
we can very readily beheve, that, after this 
miracle, that nobleman and all the persons in 
his house beheved on Jesus. \ 
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THE PEA8T OF PENTECOST. 

The word Pentecost means fiflieth ; fmd the 
Jews of later times gave this Greek name to 
the feast, because it was celebrated on the 
fifUelii day after the first day of the feast of 
the Passover. It is called in the Old Testa- 
ment, 'the feast of weeks/ because it was 
kept seven we^Es, or a week of weeks, after 
the Passover. At this feast they offered the 
first fruits of the harvest to God, as an 
acknowledgment of his dominion over them, 
and his kind providence. Jn the twenty-sixth 
chapter of Deuteronomy, you will find the 
beautiful form of thanksgiving appointed to 
be used on the occasioxL 

This feast was kept at Jerusalem, and Jesus 
went up to be present at its solemnities, to 
make his offerings in the temple, and to take 
the opportunities, which he knew would 
present themselves, of carrying on his giceilt 
and glorious work. While he was there he 
saw a man who for thirty ^eight years had not 
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been able to walk; but who was obliged to 
be carried when he desired to go from place 
to place. Jesus asked him if he would like to 
be restored. The man did not know what 
power Jesus had to do this, and showed by his 
answer that he had little or no hope of such a 
thing: but Jesus said, *Bise, take up thy 
couch, and walk.' The man did not hesitate, 
for he felt strength in all those limbs which 
had before been so weak ; and he arose, took 
up his couch, and walked. What a joyful 
day was that to him who had not walked for 
so many years ! This couch was most proba- 
bly a very thin matress, such as is still used 
in eastern countries, and which could be easily 
rolled up and taken under the arm ; or it might 
be simply a carpet or mat The man was 
joyfully walking away to his house, with his 
couch, when some persons came about him, 
and reminded him that it was the sabbath day, 
and therefore it was not lawful for him to 
carry his couch. By the law of Moses the 
sabbath day was to be a day of rest from all 
labor that was not absolutely necessary, a day 
of innocent epjoyment, and a day for the 
cheerful worship of God. In applying this 



,y Google 



THE LIF8 or JBSUS CHBI8T. S3 

law to practice, the Jewish teachers had laid 
down many foolish, useless, and exceedingly 
inconvenient rules : that which was intended 
for good, they had, in various ways, turned to 
evil. Jesus always strictly and piously fulfilled 
God's laws ; but he broke through the rules of 
the Bflbbis, whenever he knew them to be 
injurious to true religion. Hence he had told 
the man to carry home his couch, when he 
had healed him. Why should he leave it in 
a public place, perhaps to be stolen ? It would 
certainly have been a much worse thing to 
have tempted any person to commit a theft, 
than it was to carry home his property on the 
sabbath day. Or, why should he stay there 
all day to watch it? Why lose so much 
precious time ? If people wish to do what is 
ril^ht, they must look at things on every side. 
When the Jews told the man that he must 
not carry his couch on the sabbath day, he 
answered very readily and properly : * He 
that made me whole, the same said unto me, 
take up thy, couch and walk.' The reasoning 
in his mind was very simple. ' He who has 
done such a miracle must know what is right' 
Th0 reply of the Jews shows how little 
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candor they possessed. It was a question; 
not, *who hath done this wonderful thing?' 
but ' who is the man that said unto thee, take 
up thy couch and walk?' Tlieir thoughts 
did not dwell upon the power and benevo- 
lence of the miracle; but upon the offence, 
as they thought it, of sabbath-breaking; and 
on that one-sided view they condemned the 
deed' and him who had told the man to do it 
He did not know, at that time, who it was 
that had restored him, for Jesus had gone 
away privately, because a great many persons 
were there. Afterward Jesus found liim in 
the temple, and thought it necessary to give 
him a warning as to his future conduct; he 
said to him, 'Behold, thou hast been made 
whole: sin no more, lest some worse thing 
befall thee.* He went and told the Pharisees, 
that it was Jesus who had made him whole. 
By his thus referring to the miracle, and not 
to the alleged sabbath-breaking, it is plain that 
his mind was far more deeply impressed by 
the benefit which he had received, than by the 
ofTeijice which he had committed against the 
traditions of the Elders, for so the Jewish 
Babbis or teachers were sometimes called. 
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Tlie fault-finders now tamed all their anger 
against Jesus ; and they appear to have taken 
him before the Sanhedrim, or chief council of 
their nation, who were Judges in all religious 
matters, and there accused him of breaking 
the law, because he had healed on the sabbath 
day. The defence which Jesus made before 
them was, that God heals people on the sab- 
bath as well as on other days, and therefore it 
was right for him to do so too. * My father 
worketh hitherto, and I work.* The Jews 
thought that this was putting himself on an 
equality with God, and were still more angry 
with him : but he answered, that he could do 
nothing of himself, that he received both his 
power and his authority from God. He then 
went on to discourse to them at some length, 
defending himself from the charge of pre- 
sumption and impiety, declaring his high and 
holy office, and bidding them search the 
scriptures, to see what had been predicted of 
the Messiah. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE SECOND RETURN TO GALILEE. 

Jesits having done and taught what he could 
at the feast of Pentecost, returned again for 
safety and repose to Galilee. Again he was 
received with joy: the people flocked to hear 
him, and showed in their words and actions 
their love and veneration for him. 

One day he was walking with his disciples 
through some cornfields; and, as they were 
hungry, they gathered some of the ears of com, 
rubbed out the grains in their hands, and ate 
them. This was not pilfering, though the fields 
were not theirs ; for, by the custom of the 
country, and the express permission of the law, 
any person going through a cornfield might 
eat as much as he wanted, but he must not 
carry any away. No one, therefore, accused 
the disciples of pilfering : but it was the sabbath 
day, and some Pharisees who were present 
immediately exclaimed, * Behold ! thy disciples 
do that which it is not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath day ! ' The Pharisees were very strict 
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about ceremonies, and all the outward forms of 
religion ; but were, at the same time, very de- 
ceitful, avaricious, and hypocritical. They 
carried these outward forms to a ridiculous, 
and often very injurious extent, forgetting that 
the genuine spirit of religion consists in love 
to God and love to man. Hence, though the 
disciples were hungry, they would have forbid- 
den them so much as to stretch out their hands 
and take the food that was before them, 
because gathering and rubbing out the grains 
was work. Their feeling for men was lost in 
their superstitious interpretation of a good and 
merciful law, intended not as a snare but as a 
blessing. 

Jesus showed them that their venerated 
monarch David had not so strictly interpreted 
the law of Moses, when he satisfied the hunger 
of himself and his followers with bread that 
was set apart for the use of the priests alone. 
He also reminded them that on every sabbath 
day the priests in the temple did what might 
properly be called work, and yet no one blamed 
them for it, because it was necessary to the 
service of the temple. He told them that 
compassion for their fellow-creatures was far 
6 
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holier, in the sight of God, than any outward 
observances ; that the sabbath was made for 
man, for his rest, comfort, and^ advantage ; and 
that man was not made for the sabbath, so as 
to be prevented from doing good, innocent, and 
necessary things, upon that day, because they 
were work, or might ingeniously be made to 
appear so. He concluded by firmly and clear* 
ly asserting that, since man and his good were 
the object of the law, he, as the messenger of 
God, had power and authority to do and to permit 
whatever he saw to be right on the sabbatli day. 
* Therefore the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath.' 

In his visit to Galilee at this time, Jesus 
made another attempt to draw toward himself 
the candid attention of the people of Nazareth. 
He went into the synagogue, or place of 
assembly, so called because they assembled 
there for reading the scriptures, exhortation, 
and prayer, and, according to a custom of the 
Jews, stood up to read. Any one had liberty 
to offer himself for this purpose ; but before he 
could read, leave must be given by the proper 
officer. The book of Isaiah was given to Jesus, 
and he unrolled it till he found the place in 
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which are these words : * The spirit of the 
Lord is upon me : wherefore he hath anointed 
me to preach glad tidings to the poor ; he hath 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
the oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord.' Having rolled up the book, he 
gave it again to the attendant, and sat -down. 
The eyes of all who were in the synagogue 
were earnestly fixed upon him. Then he 
spoke to them, beginning his discourse with 
these words : * Today is this scripture ful- 
filled in your ears.* In their hearts they bore 
testimony to his character and his deeds, they 
wondered at the kind and noble words which 
he spoke^ but they remembered his origin, and 
said, ' Is not this the son of Joseph ? ' He 
replied, * No prophet is acceptable in his own 
country.* After some further discourse, in 
which he intimated that he should do no mir- 
acles among them, they became so enraged, 
that they thrust him out of the city, and led 
him to the brow of the steep hill on which it 
was built, and would have thrown him down 
a precipice to destroy him; but he escaped 
from them, and departed. 
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He went from Nazareth to the lake of 
Gennesaret, called also the sea of Tiberias, 
and sometimes the sea of Galilee. He there 
found Simon Peter, James, and John, who had 
been fishing all night, but had not caught any 
fish. He bade them cast their nets into the 
sea again, and they caught a great multitude, 
so that both their vessels were filled and ready 
to sink. They were astonished and afraid, it 
was so wonderful: but he bade them not fear, 
and told them to come and follow him. This ' 
they did, and were almost constantly with him 
during the remainder of his life and labors. 

Jesus was in the habit of frequent prayer, 
sometimes alone, and sometimes with his dis- 
ciples. "On one occasion when he had been 
praying with them, or at least in their presence, 
they asked him to teach them to pray : he 
taught them the short, beautiful, and compre- 
hensive prayer, which we call *the Lord's 
prayer ; * and discoursed to them afterward on 
being sincere and earnest in their prayers, 
promising that God would hear and answer 
prayers so offered. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE FEAST OP TABERNACLES. 

This feast was appointed to commemorate 
the dwelling of the Israelites in tents during 
their passage through the wilderness. Their 
harvest was also then all gathered in, and they 
offered thanksgivings for the varied fruits of 
the earth. This was the third of those feasts 
at which it was the duty of every Jew, who had 
arrived at the proper age, to go up to Jerusa- 
lem. Jesus did not, on this occasion, go with 
his family and friends ; but let them go first, 
and then went up more privately. The Jews, 
however, expected that he would be there, and 
sought him, some saying that he was a good 
m^n, and others that he was only deceiving 
the people. 

The* feast lasted eight days. In the middle 
of it Jesus wentiup into the temple and taught 
The Jews wondered at his knowledge, because 
he had not been instructed by their learned 
men ; but Jesus told them that his doctrine was 
from God, and that if they earnestly desired 
6* 
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to do God's will, they would easily perceive 
whether he taught divine truth or not He 
then accused them of seeking his life because 
he had healed a man on the sabbath day : and 
some of the people said, * Is not this he whom 
they seek to kill ? ' They were surprised that 
he spoke so openly and plainly. Some persons 
sought to take him ; but they were not able to 
do so, because the time of his last sufieringS 
and death was not yet come. 

The Pharisees then sent proper officers to 
apprehend him, because they found that his 
words and miracles had made a great impres- 
sion on the multitude. These officers, on the 
last day of the feast, found him standing in the 
temple, discoursing to the crowd around him, 
and causing much difference of opinion among 
them, so that some acknowledged his claims, 
and others were desirous that he should be 
carried before the Sanhedrim; but no man, not 
even the officers, laid hands on him. When 
they went back without him> and were angrily- 
asked, * Why have ye not brought him ? ' they 
answered, * Never man spake like this man.' 
His words had softened their hearts, and. dis- 
ajrmed their authority : they could not make ja 
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prisoner of him. The Pharisees Avere still 
more angry at this, for they perceived by it how 
strong the feeling was in favor of our Lord ; 
and they pronounced the people cursed for not 
knowing better than to follow him. Nicode- 
mus, the same who went to Jesus by night, 
and who was one of the Sanhedrim, prevented 
any further measures being taken at that time, 
by asking if it was according to law to condemn 
any one, as they were doing, before they had 
heard what he had to say, and had had full proof 
of what he was doing. They gave him a con- 
temptuous answer, and went every one to his 
own house. There are times when wicked 
men feel that they must forbear to do wicked- 
ness : the Pharisees could not destroy Jesus 
while law, truth, justice, and the feeUngs of 
the people, were clearly opposed to such a 
deed : they were obliged to wait for a change 
of circumstances. 

On the nex^t morning Jesus went again into 
the temple, and taught the people. The Phar- 
isees opposed him, and by their opposition 
gave him occasion to speak more fully and 
plainly of his mission, until they were so 
provoked that, being unable to answer him, 
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they took up stones to stone him ; but Jesus 
hid himself, and went out of the temple. As 
he went away, he saw a man who had been 
blind from his birth, and gave him sight 
When the neighbors saw him with his eyes 
opened, some said, * Is not this he that sat 
and begged ? * Others said, * It is he/ 
Some, not so confident, said, * It is hke him.' 
He himself said, *I am he.* They aske^ 
him how it was that he could see. He told 
them that a man named Jesus had opened his 
eyes. 

It was the sabbath day on which this 
miracle was done. The people took the man 
to the Pharisees, who closely questioned him 
as to the manner of his receiving his sight. 
When they had heard, some? said, * This man 
is not from God, because he keepeth not the 
sabbath.* Others said, * How can a man that 
is a sinner do such miracles ? * They then 
sent for his parents, to know if he really had 
been born blind. They said that it was so ; 
but pretended not to know how he had received 
his sight, telling them to ask their son, 
who was of age to answer for himself The 
Pharisees then again turned to him and said, 
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* Give glory to God, we know that this man 
is a sinner.' He answered, * If he is a 
sinner I know it not : one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, I now see/ They said to 
him again, * What did he to tKee ? How 
opened he thine eyes?' He answered, * I 
have told you already and ye did not hearken : 
why do ye desire to hear again ? do ye also 
desire to become his disciples ? ' They reviled 
him, and said, * Thou art the disciple of 
that man ; but we are the disciples of Moses. 
We know that God spake unto Moses : as to 
this man, we' know not whence he is.' The 
man answered, * Why, herein is a wonderful 
thing, that ye know not whence he is, and yet 
he hath opened mine eyes. Now we know 
that God heareth not sinners ; but if any man 
is a worshiper of God, and doth his will, him 
he heareth. It hath never been heard that 
any one opened the eyes of one bora blind. 
If this man were not from God he could do 
nothing.' This warm and reasonable defence 
of Jesus only made those bigoted men more 
furious; and not being able to do any thing to 
Jesus, they put the man out of the synagogue, 
or excommunicated him, that is, pronounced 
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sentence against him, that he should not come 
within six feet of any man or woman, should 
not eat or drink with any person, and should 
not shave or wash himself It was a mean 
kind of revenge; but so they did. Jesus 
heard that they had east him out, sought him, 
and when he had found him, told him that he 
was the Messiah. He evidently intended by 
this to cheer the man under his sentence of 
excommunication, and to encourage him to 
persevere in boldly thinking for himself, and 
speaking his mind freely. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE THIRD RETURN TO GALILEE. 

About this time John was cast into prison; 
and when Jesus heard of it he departed- in^o 
Galilee, and began more openly to proclaim 
his own mission. He went with his disciples 
to Capernaum, and on the sabbath day entered 
into the synagogue and taught He now per- 
formed many miracles : among others he cured 
Peter's wife's mother of a fever, and restored 
many insane persons' to their right senses. He 
then went through all Galilee preaching in the 
synagogues, and healing all kinds of diseases 
among the people. The multitudes followed 
him from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and the country beyond Jordan, that is, on its 
eastern bank. 

After he had gone through Galilee, he re- 
turned to the neighb9rhood of Capernaum, and 
on a mountain near that place delivered the 
discourse which is called the Sermoh on the 
Mount, and which contains the substance of his 
divine teachings concerning practical religion. 

As he came down from the mountain he 
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cured a man of leprosy, and afterward went 
into Capernaum. A centurion, that is, a com- 
mander of a hundred men, had a servant to 
whom he was very much attached, who was 
sick and ready to die. Hearing of Jesus, he 
sent and requested him to come and restore 
his servant. While Jesus was on his way, he 
sent other persons to say that he felt it was 
too much honor for him who wiis not a Jew, 
though a worshiper of God, to receive him 
into his house ; and that if Jesus would only 
speak the word, his servant would be healed. 
Our Lord was greatly pleased with the clear 
and firm behef of the Roman officer, and when 
the messengers returned they found the man 
restored to health. 

The next day he went to a city called Nain» 
with many of his disciples, and followed by a 
great many other people. When they came 
near the gate of the city they met a funeral 
procession: a young man was being carried 
out to his burial, the only son of his mother, 
•who was a widow. ^ Many people of the city 
were with her. When our Lord saw her, he 
pitied her desolate condition, and said to her, 
' Weep not* He then touched the bier, as a 
signal for the bearers to stop, and said, 'Young 
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man, I say unto thee, arise.* And the young 
man sat up on the bier, and began to speak. 
Jesus delivered him to his mother. What a 
change was that to this poor widow! .Her 
son had been dead, and was alive again! 
What a wonderful deed to all who witnessed 
it ! Jesus had performed many great and 
good mimcles; but this surpassed them all. 
They might well say as they did, *God hath 
visited his people.' The report of this miracle 
spread not only through GaUlee, but through 
Judea and all the neighboring regions. Still it 
did not convince his enemies, the Scribes and 
Pharisees, for their hearts were set against him. 
After this event Jesus appears to have been 
more followed by the people thaiji ever, so that 
their presence became troublesome ; and, hav- 
ing again gone down to the sea of Tiberias, 
he gave directions for sailing over to>the Qther 
side. Wearied with his journeying, preach- 
ing, and other acts of his ministry, he retired 
to the hinder part of the vessel, and soon fell 
asleep. While he slept, one of those sudden 
and violent storms arose, which are not unfre- 
quent on that httle sea, and the waves beat 
into the ship, and threatened to sink it. They 
7 
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awoke him, saying, * Master, master, we are 
perishing/ He arose at the call, rebuked the 
wind, and said unto the sea, * Peace, be still.' 
The wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
He said to them, ' Why are ye so fearful ? 
How is it that ye have no faith ? ' And they 
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, 
* Who then is this ? for . he commandeth both 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.' 
When they came to the other side of the sea, 
Jesus cured two raging madmen ; . but the 
people of that country requesting him to go 
away, he crossed again to Capernaum, which 
St. Matthew calls his own city, because he 
had made it his chief place of residence. He 
there cured a man of palsy, who was brought 
to him, because of the crowd, over the roof of 
the house, and was let down upon his matress 
before Jesus, by uncovering the slender roof 
of the balcony or gallery running round the 
inner courts of the house, and where Jesus 
most probably sat or stood, as a convenient 
place for addressing the multitude crowding 
the court below. When the pafalytic went to 
that house he was carried by four men : when 
he returned he carried his own matress. The 
people in amazement said, 'We never saw 
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it thus/ * We have seen strange things today.* 
Jesus went again to the sea-side, and saw 
Matthew sitting at the place where certain 
taxes were paid to the Eoman government; 
for he was a pubhcan or tax-gatherer. Jesus 
said to him, * Follow me.' He immediately _ 
arose and followed him. 

The tax-gatherers were often guilty of ex- 
tortion; and besides, the Jews thought that 
they ought not to pay taxes to any one but 
God, or to a king of their own nation; 8^nd 
they, therefore, both despised and hated the 
tax-gatherers of the Komans, and especially 
tliose of them who were Jews. Jesus did not 
partake in their undistinguishing prejudice; 
and knowing Matthew to be a good man, one 
who would think for himself, and do whatever 
his conscience told him was right, he invited 
him to be one of his constant attendants. 
Matthew did not hesitate to leave his profitable ^ 
occupation for that purpose. He also made a 
great feast in honor of Jesus, and among the 
guests invited many publicans, doubtless 
because they had been his intimate friends and 
associates. Jesus went to this feast This 
gave great ofence to the Phaiisees, who thought 
that a prophet should not keep such company^ 
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Jesus showed them that, even if their opinion 
of the pubUcans was quite correct, no fault 
could attach to him, because if he sought to 
do men good he must mix with them. ' They 
that are well,*, said he, * need not a physician ; 
but they that are sick.* 

While he wa^ talking with the Pharisees, a 
ruler of the ^synagogue, named Jaims, came 
and earnestly begged of Jesus to go and restore 
his daughter who was lying at the point of 
death. Jesus went with him. As they were 
going some persons came from the ruler's house, 
and told him that his daughter was dead, and 
that he need not trouble the master; but 
Jesus desired him not to be afraid, only to 
believe, and she should be restored to him. 
When they came to the house they found the 
pipers and mourners, hired on such occasions, 
already there and making their customary loud 
noises and lamentations. He bade them cease, 
saying that the maiden was not dead but 
asleep. They laughed at him scornfully, not 
knowing both his power and will to raise her 
up again, and feeling assured that she was 
really dead. He made them all go out of the 
room where she was lying, suffered none to go 
in with him but her father and mother, with 
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Peter, James, and John, took her by the hand, 
and said, * Maiden, arise/ And she'arose, filling 
her parents' hearts with wonder and gladness. 

As he was going to the ruler's house, he per- 
ceived that some one secretly approached 
him, seeking to be healed. He turned himself 
about, therefore, and said, * Who touched me ? * 
His disciples reminded him how the multitude 
was thronging and pressing around him, and 
that it was useless to inquire who had touched 
him. He told them that somebody in partic- 
ular had touched him, not simply in eagerness 
to be near his person; but with an intent to be 
cured of some infirmity. Seeing that she 
could not be hid, a woman came trembUng and 
cast herself at his feet, telling him that she 
had been afilicted for twelve years, that she 
had spent all she had upon physicians, who 
could give her no reUef, that she had said 
within herself, ' If I may but touch the hem 
of his garment I shall be cur^d;* that she had 
touched, and was cured. He soon dispelled 
her fears, saying, ' Thy faith hath made thee 
whole ; go in peace.* 

He afterward gave two blind men their 
sight; and to a dumb man his speech. 
7* 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE CHOOSING OF THE APOSTLES. 

Jesus knew that his own mission would 
soon be finished ; that, though he had several 
times escaped from the malice of liis enemies, 
they would shortly prevail against him, and 
crucify him ; he. saw that it was necessary to 
leave behind him some men who had been 
fully taught the gospel, and who were of the 
same mind as himself; he chose, therefore, 
twelve of the disciples as his apostles, that is, 
messengers, and imparted to them some of 
that power to work mimcles which he himself 
possessed. Their names were Simon Pcfter, 
Andrew his brother, James and John, sons 
of Zebedee, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, 
Matthew, James, son of Alpheus, Thcuideus, 
Simon Zelotes, or the Zealot, (a fanatical sect 
among the Jews were called Zealots, on account 
of their extravagant zeal against foreign dom* 
ination,) and Judas Iscariot, who afterward 
betrayed him to the rulers of the Jews by 
night, when the people who followed him by 
day were all gone to their homes to sleep. 
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Soon after our Lord had chosen his twelve 
apostles he sent them forth, two by two, into 
the cities of Judea and Galilee, to proclaim 
that (he kingdom of heaven, or gospel dispen- 
sation, drew nigh ; and bade them depend for 
food and lodging x)n the kindness- and hospital- 
ity of the people. He commanded them to be 
gentle, prudent, and full of trust in the good 
providence of God. He warned them that 
they would meet with persecution; but 
exhorted them to bear it patiently, not to be 
afraid of any injury which men could do to 
them, but to fear ofiending against God. In 
the course of his instructions he spoke some 
words which ought to be deeply engraven upon 
all our hearts. 'Are not five sparrows sold 
for two farthings ? and not one of them is for- 
gotten before God. Moreover, even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore, ye are of more value than many 
ftparrows.' They went and preached that all 
should repent, and healed many persons afflict«> 
ed with various diseases. 

Soon after sending forth the twelve apostles, 
Jesus chose seventy other disciples, and also 
Bent them forth, two by two, into every city 
and place where he intended to go ; that the 
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people might be ready to receive him and listen 
to him when he went He gave them nearly 
the same powers and the same instructions as 
he had given to the apostles. The seventy 
soon returned to him again, rejoicing in the 
miracles which they had been able to work : 
but he told them that it was a greater cause of 
rejoicing if it were known to God and their own 
consciences that they were prepared to enjoy 
the happiness of heaven. • 

While the apostles were absent on their 
mission, many things occurred, and our Lord 
spoke many of his beautiful pambles. Among 
the events was this. A Pharisee invited Je- 
sus to dine with him. He went As he was 
reclining at dinner, on a wide couch, raised 
from the floor, but not quite so high as the 
table, his feet being stretched out behind, and 
his head near the table, a woman who had 
been a sinner came, bringing an alabaster vase 
of very rich perfume, and stood behind at his 
feet weeping, kissing his feet, wetting them 
with her tesurs, wiping them with her hair, and 
anointing them with the perfume. She did 
this because she bitterly repented of her sins, 
and was filled with gmtitude and love to Jesus 
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for having brought her to a better state of 
mind and heart It was her way of showing 
by an outward act the strong inward feeling 
of her soul. The Pharisee thought that if Je- 
sus were indeed a holy prophet he would 
know what jsort of woman she was, and would 
not suffer her to touch him, for he considered 
it pollution to be touched by such a person. 
Jesus perceived what was passing in the Phar- 
isee's mind, and determined to show him that 
he condenmed both the woman and himself 
unjustly. He therefore said, * Simon, I have 
something to say unto thee.' Simon answered, 
' Teacher, say it' * There was a certain cred- 
itor which had two debtors: the one owed 
five hundred pence, and the other fifty : but 
since they had nothing to pay, he forgave them 
both. Which, therefore, of them, tell me, will 
love him most?' Simon answered, *I suppose 
that he will to whom he forgave most* Jesus 
said, * Thou hast judged aright' Then turn- 
ing to the woman, he added, ' Thou seest this 
woman : I entered into thy house, thou gavest 
me no water for my feet, but she hath wetted 
my feet with tears, and wiped them with her 
hair : thou gavest me^ no kiss, but she, from 
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the time I entered, halh not ceased to kiss my 
feet: thou anointedst not ray head with oil, 
but she hath anointed my feet with ointment 
Wherefore I say unto thee, her sins have been 
forgiven, and they were many, for she hath 
loved much : but he to whom little is forgiven 
loveth little/ The Pharisee, it is true, had 
asked Jesus to dine with him, that was for his 
own gratification; but he had omitted thqse 
little personal attentions which were custom- 
ary toward an honored guest, and which would 
have proved that he had really a kind and 
respectful feeling toward our Lord. The wo- 
man liad no selfish or ostentatious feelings to 
gratify : her only and her pure motive was her 
deep love for him who had siaved her from her 
sins, and introduced her into a new and holy 
life. The contrast is very strong, and makes 
us ashamed of the Pharisee, for thinking there 
was any pollution in the touch of one so filled 
with repentance and affection, for condemning 
her and him who had saved her from her true 
pollution. 

Among the parables just now spoken of, is 
that of the good Samaritan, which you will 
find in the tenth chapter of the gospel by St 
Luke. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

THE FEAST OF DEDICATION. 

This was not one of the feasts ordained by 
, Moses, and, therefore, to keep it was not bind- 
ing upon the Jews. It was, however, pretty 
generally observed ; for it related to the restor- 
ing of the pure worship of God by Judas Mac- 
cabeus and his brothers, an event to which 
the \^hole people looked back with much grat- 
itude and pride. The story is too long to be 
told here: it is to be found in the book of 
Maccabees, an ancient Jewish writing, but not 
commonly bound up with the writings of the 
Old Testament, as not being of equal author- 
ity with them. 

Jesus went to Jerusalem at this feast. As he 
was going he was received into the house of 
IVlartha, the sister of Lazarus and Mary, all 
three of whom were then, or afterward be- 
came, intimate friends of Jesus. Martha was 
very anxious to show her respect, by making 
a great entertainment for our Lord and his 
followers, and was vexed that Mary sat hsten- 
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ing to his teaching, instead of helping her. 
She went to Jesus and said, * Lord, dost thou 
not care that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone ? Bid her, therefore, that she help me.' 
Jesus told her that there was no need of so 
much preparation ; and intimated that if she 
chose to give herself so much unnecessary 
trouhle, she ought not to expect Mary to 
help her, and so lose the opportunity of gain- 
ing that instruction which she would be able 
to treasure up in her heart forever. He did 
not blame Martha: she took her own way of 
showing her love for Christ: but he, would 
not suffer her to be unjust to Mary, who showed 
her love by Ustening at his feet Had Mary 
refused to assist Martha in the necessary 
labors of the occasion, Jesus would doubtless 
have told her that in her desire for instructi<m 
she must not be unjust toward her sister. 

The feast of Dedication was celebrated in 
December. The covered porticos of the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem were therefore much fre- 
quented, both by those who went up to the 
feast, and by the regular inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem. On one occasion Jesus was walking 
in Solomon's portico, and the Jews came 
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around him and said, 'How long dost thou 
keep our mind in suspense ? If thou be the 
Christ, tell us plainly/ Jesus answered, *I 
have told you, and ye believe n^ot. The works 
that I do in my Father's name, these bear tes- 
timony concerning me.' After some further 
conversation, in which he said, ' I an'd my - 
Father are one,' they took up stones to stone 
him. He asked them for which of the good 
works which he had done they were ready to 
stone him. Tliey answered, .*For a good 
work we stone thee not ; but for blasphemy ; 
and because thou, being a man, makest thy- 
self God/ They pretended to understand, or 
perhaps did really understand, by his words, 
' I and the Father are one,* that he declared 
himself to be God. He replied, *Is it not 
written in your law, I said ye are Gods ? If 
he said those fire Gods unto whom the word 
of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken, say ye of him whom the Father hath 
sanctified and sent into the world, * Thoti 
blasphemes t/ because I said I am the Son of 
God ? If I do not the works of my Father, 
believe me not. But if I do them, even if ye 
believe not me, believe the works: that ye 
8 
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may know and believe that the Father is in 
me, and I in him : * thus showing that he had 
not been guilty of the impiety with which he 
was charged. They ought tp have remem- 
bered, how constantly he referred to God all 
the power, wisdom, and benevolence displayed 
in his mission, and not have caught up and 
perverted words intended to show that in all 
which regards the salvation of mankind he 
and the Father were united in purpose and 
in work. Even after this explanation they 
sought to take him and stone him; but he 
escaped from them, and leaving Jerusalem, 
went away over the Jordan into Peraea, and 
dwelt there. 

Again he was asked to the house of one of 
the chief Pharisees, on the sabbath day, to 
take refreshment. He went, and they watched 
him closely, to know what he would say and 
do. There was present a man who had the 
dropsy, a very painful, troublesome, and dan- 
gerous disease. Jesus asked the lawyers and 
Pharisees who were present, * Is it lawful to^ 
cure any one on the sabbath ? * They would 
not answer: they knew very well what his 
opinion and practice were, and do not seem to 
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have liked to argue the question with him. 
He healed the man, sent liim away,. and turn- 
ing to them, said, * Of which of you shall an 
ass or an ox fall into a pit, and he will not 
straightway draw him out on the sabbath 
day ? * He wished them to judge by common 
sense and good feeling, in all such matters, 
and not in a narrow-minded spirit of super- 
stition. 

As he taught the people, many publicans 
and sinners came to hear him. He appears tQ 
have received them kindly, and afterward to 
have partaken of food with them. This was 
cause of great scandal to the Scribes and 
Pharisees ; and their murmurings on the sub- 
ject caused Jesus to utter the beautiful pam- 
bles of the lost sheep, the lost piece of money, 
and the prodigal son. Thus, out of their evil 
came great good. Jesus was not angry because 
they condemned liim ; but showed them that he 
was doing what was right, and so put them to 
silence. 

Again : he related to his disciples the parable 
of the unjust steward, as a warning against 
covetousness. Some of the Pharisees who 
heard it, and who were themselves covetous, 
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scofied at him. He answered, * Ye are they 
which justify yourselves before men ; but God 
knoweth your hearts ; for that which is in high . 
esteem among men is an abomination in the 
sight of God/ They thought that they cbuld 
be covetous and serve God at the same time ; 
that is, by the outward forms of religion, their 
attention to which deceived many people into 
the belief that they were very pious, and 
gained them great respect and influence. But 
Jesus showed them that true religion lies 
deeper in the heart than the love of ceremo- 
nies, and zeal for their observance ; and that 
God searches deeper for it He concluded 
his teaching on the subject of riches and pov- 
erty, the selfish enjoyment of the one, and 
pious submission to the other, with the para- 
ble of the rich man and the beggar who was 
laid at his gate full of sores. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

It was one chief object of our Savior's mis- 
sion, to fix deeply and firmly in men's minds 
a belief in the resurrection of the dead. Hence 
he took occasion, in three recorded instances, 
to show that it was possible for the dead to 
come to life again, through the mighty power 
of God. He restored to life the ruler's daugh- 
ter who was just dead; the widow's son 
whom they were carrying out of the city to 
bury, and who therefore had been dead some 
hours ; and Lazarus after he had been dead 
four days, and was fast turning to corruption. 
In that hot cUmate the custom was to bury 
persons on the day of their death, or within 
twenty-four hours of their decease. 

Lazarus and his sisters were disciples an4 
intimate friends of Jesus. When, therefore, 
Lazarus was ill, his. sister sent to Jesus, say- 
ing, 'Lord, behold he whom thQu lovest is 
sick.' They evidently expected that Jesus 
would go directly and heal him. But he in- 
8* 
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tended to show the possibility of renewed life 
after death ; so that he remained where he 
was, and £{ufiered the disease to take its nat- 
ural course. Lazarus died, received the cus- 
tomary funeral honors, and was buried. Af- 
terward Jesus went to Bethany, where Laza- 
rus had lived with his sisters. As soon as 
Martha heard that he was coming, she went 
out to meet him ; and when she came to him, 
she said, < Lord, if thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died : but even now, I know 
that whatsoever thou wilt ask of Gkni, God 
will give it thee.* Jesus answered, * Thy 
brother shall rise again.' Martha said to him, 
' I know that he will rise again in the resur- 
rection at the last day.' Jesus replied, * I am 
the resurrection and the* life.' Ailer a httle 
more had passed, Martha went, most likely at 
our Lord's desire, and whispered to Mary, 
* The Teacher is here, and calleth for thee.' 
She quickly arose and went to him. She too 
fell at his feet, and said, ' Lord, if thou hadst 
been here my brother had not died.' When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he too wept, 
though he knew what he intended to do. He 
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felt for, their present' grief, though he was 
aware that he should so soon make them joy* 
ful. When the Jews saw Jesus weeping, they 
said, ' Behold, how he loved him/ But some 
of them were inclined to blame him, saying, 
* Could not this man, who opened the eyes of 
the lilind, have caused that even this man 
should not have died ? ' 

In much pain of heart Jesus came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it 
He told them to take away the stone. Martha 
answered, ' Lord, by this time he stinketh ; for 
he hath been four days in the tomb.' Jesus 
rephed, * Said I not unto thee, that if thou 
wouldst beheve, thou shouldst see the glory of 
God?' Then they took away thq stone; 
and Jesus raised his eyes upward and said, 
' Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me : 
yet I knew that thou hearest me always : but 
because of the multitude who stand around I 
said it, that they may beUeve that thou hast 
sent me.' Afler he had thus spoken, he cried 
with a loud voice, * Lazarus, come forth.' And 
he that had been dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with grave clothes, and his face cov- 
ered with a napkin. Jesus said, ' Loose him 
and let him go.' 
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There were many Jews present who had 
come from Jerusalem to comfort Martha and 
Mary, and who witnessed the whole of what 
had now passed. Some of them were at once 
convinced that Jesus was the Messiah : others 
went away 'to the Pharisees, and told them 
what had been done. Did not such a miracle 
convince the Priests, the Scribes, and the 
Pharisees? No: it only caused them to 
assemble together to consult how they might 
put a stop to his proceedings. The High 
Priest, Caiaphas, proposed, as the shortest way, 
to put him to death. The rest agreed ; and 
considered how it should be done. It was not 
however done at that time ; for Jesus retired 
secretly to a city called Epkraim, and contin- 
ued there some time with his disciples. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TRANSACTIONS IN GALILEE. 

Jesus again performed a miracle on the 
sabbath day; as if, while establishing the 
doctrine of love to God and love to man, as 
the sum and substance of true religion, he had 
especially in view the breaking through and 
dispersing of the superstition with which the 
Rabbis had obscured the divine law. He 
cured a man who had a withered hand, and 
taught the people, in the clearest and most 
convincing terms, that it was entirely agreea- 
ble to God's will to do good upon the sabbath 
day. The Pharisees were greatly provoked 
by this continued contempt for their rigid 
interpretation of the law of Moses ; and again 
took counsel how they might destroy him. Tb 
destroy him was their only device : it never 
appears to have entered into their minds to try 
and show that he was wrong ; or, if they could 
not do that, to confess that he was right, and 
in meek humiUty to become his disciples. 
They did not love truth, righteousness, and 
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God : they loved to indulge their own passions, 
and therefore would not go to Jesus, listen 
patiently to his words, consider candidly his 
'deeds, and try them by the standard of a pure, 
simple, and manly understanding. Not heed- 
ing his declarations to the contrary, they feared 
that he would raise a pohtical commotion in 
the country, and sought to prevent it by taking 
away his life. 

This continued and bitter hostility was again 
manifested when he cured a dumb man, one 
possessed, or thought to be possessed, by a 
demon. He showed how false were their 
accusations against him of being actuated by 
evil motives, and aided by evil spirits. He 
pointed to his deeds, and demanded to be 
judged by them, and not by any peculiar no- 
tions which they might entertain, saying, 
* Either deem the tree good, if its fruit is good ; 
or deem the tree corrupt, if its fruit is corrupt : 
for the tree is known by its fruit' He then 
told them that the reason why they could not' 
speak good things was, because they had no 
good in them ; that all persons speak according 
to the state of their minds ; that men, therefore, 
shall give an account to God of all, even the 
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idle, the unconsidered words which they utter; 
and how much more, then, of those which are 
untrue, ill-natured, perverse, and uncharitable ! 
While he was conversing with the people, 
his mother and brethren came and desired 
to speak with him. As they could not get 
near him because of the crowd of people 
which was around him, some one told him that 
they stood without and sought to speak to him. 
On this, as on other occasions, he showed that 
he could not permit any interruption of his 
public duties ; that, while he was teaching, all 
who candidly listened to him were as his near- 
est and dearest relations. He answered, * Who 
is my mother ? and who are my brethren ? ' and 
stretching out his hands toward his disciples, 
men and women, he said, * Behol4 my mother 
and my brethren ! For whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father who is in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother.' Doubt- 
less some of his female disciples were ven- 
erable for their years, as well as their piety 
and virtue ; and how must it have cheered and 
warmed their aged hearts to hear the Divine 
Teacher say that they were as mothers to him ! 
If men did but know the power of genuine, 
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true-hearted affection, they would cast uway 
their pride and love of tyranny, imbibe the 
benevolent spirit of our Lord, and be ready to 
enter into filial and paternal bonds, as occasion 
offers. * Whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother/ 

As the beloved master thus discoursed, 
drawing the hearts of his disciples of all ages 
still closer to him, it became near dinner time, 
and one of the Pharisees asked him to dine at 
his house. He went and placed himself at 
table. The Pharisee wondered that he had 
not ceremonially washed his hands and arms, 
before dinner, lest he should have contracted^ 
any ceremonial uncleanness, as by touching 
any imclean person, or unclean thing. Jesus 
taught him that true purity is of the heart and 
mind; that it consists in kindness, justice, 
piety, humility, and charitable consideration for 
all other men ; in demanding more strictness of 
ourselves than of others, contrary to the practice 
of the Jewish interpreters of the law, who 
demanded more of others than they would 
consent to practice themselves. 
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THE DAT OF PARABLES. 



We have seen that Jesiis taught the people, 
sometimes in houses, sometimes in the syna- 
gogues, sometimes in the temple, and 
sometimes in the open fields or roads, as he 
went on iiis way, or seated himself on some 
rising ground, while they pressed around him 
to hear his instructions. It was a pleasant 
thing to sit, or stand, or walk, in the free air, 
with all the beauties of nature about them, 
the Jordan, perhaps, that loved and holy river, 
flowing at their feetj or olive and fig trees 
lending them their welcome shade, or moun- 
tains rising up into the blue sky at a distance, 
in sublime majesty, adorned with the far-famed 
cedars of Lebanon, — it was a pleasant thing 
thus to listen to words of heavenly wisdom, in 
tones of divine love. 

On this day of parables he went out of the 

city, its hot, dry, and dusty streets, and sat by 

the sea-side to teach ; that is, on the shore of 

the sea of Galilee, by its bright, sweet, cool, 

9 
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transparent waters, through which the smallest 
objects can be seen at a great depth, when it 
Hes, on a calm day, like an infant asleep. A 
great multitude gathered round him, so great 
that he could not conveniently teach them as he 
sat on the shore ; he, therefore, went into a 
fishing vessel that was lying there, and sat in 
it, and taught the people who stood on the shore. 
At that time there were many vessels on the 
beautiful lake ; now, we are told by travelers, 
not one is to be found, not so much as a small 
boat for the purf)Ose of catching the excellent 
fish with which the lake abounds : so poor, so 
idle, so ignorant, are the people who now dwell 
where the Savior of the world lived, taught, 
and did such deeds as were never before seen. 
The lake is about eighteen miles long, and five 
or six broad : the river Jordan runs through the 
middle of it, creating a current which is felt 
even to the shore, while the course of the 
river may be distinguished by the smoothness 
of the water, as it flows. As Jesus sat there, 
upon the still and waveless sea, scarcely feel- 
ing the gentle current created by the Jordan, 
and which only served to keep his vessel more 
firmly in its place, he delivered the parables 
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of the sower, the tares among the wheat, the 
grain of mustard seed, the springing up and 
growing of corn, the leaven hid in meal, the 
treasiu-e hid in the field, the pearl of gTeat 
price, and the fish taken in a net. All these 
parables our Lord explained to his disciples, 
because they desired it: they wished to leain, 
and therefore it was easy and a pleasure to 
teach them. 

After he had finished this teaching, he went 
again to his own city, Nazareth. When the 
sabbath day came he entered the synagogue 
and taught the people. They were more as- 
astonished than pleased at this : they did not 
wish to be taught by one whom they had 
ktiown in humble circumstances, and who had 
not had a regular education; they did not 
beHeve that he was inspired by God, but said, 
* Whence hath this man these things, and what 
wisdom is this which is given unto him, and 
how are such mighty works wrought by his 
hands ? Is not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, the brother of James and Joses, and of 
Judas and Simon ; and are not his sisters here 
with us?' They were offended with him for 
that which had called forth other persons' love 
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and veneration. It must have been in great 
sorrow that he said, ' A prophet is not with- 
out honor, except in his own country, and 
among his own kindred, and in his own house.' 
He could not do many miracles there*, because 
they did not believe in him; for he required 
faith as the necessary condition of his won- 
derful works. 
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FURTHER TRANSACTIONS IN GALILEE. 

Herod the tetrarch, or ruler, of Galilee, heard 
of the fame of Jesus, and imagined that John 
the Baptist had risen from the dead. This 
appears to have greatly troubled him, as it well 
might, when he recollected his slaying of John 
to please his wicked wife. But it appears 
probable that his selfish nature and his igno* 
ranee of true right and wrong were not changed ; 
for when Jesus heard of Herod's anxiety, he 
thought it right to withdraw privately, with 
his apostles, into a desert place. He had also 
another reason for this; "both he and they 
needed some rest from their labors. The 
multitude, however, soon learned where he 
was gone, and foUowed him. Again, therefore, 
he taught them ; he could not refuse to them 
the bread' of life. As the evening drew on, 
his disciples besought him to dismiss the peo- 
ple that they might go and procure themselves 
food. He answered, ' Give ye them to eat' 
They repUed that they had only five loaves 
9* 
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and two fishes. He told them to place the 
people in order upon the grass. When this 
was done, he took the five loaves and two 
fishes, and, looking up to heaven, he blessed, 
and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, 
to set before the multitude, and divided th^ two 
fishes among them all. Five thousand per- 
sons were thus fed, having abundance; and 
a considerable quantity of fragments was left. 
This miracle made so deep an impression on 
their minds, that, feeling convinced he was the 
Messiah, they sought forcibly to make him 
their king. He withdrew, therefore, from them, 
for he would not be such a king as they would 
have made him: his kingdom is not of this 
world. It would be a glorious thing, they 
thought, to have a king who would feed them 
without labor ! but woe to his kingship if ever 
he failed to do so ; nay, if he did not satisfy all 
the vain desires which grow U|j in idleness, 
they would again, by force, have thrust him 
out of his throne, and perhaps have violently 
taken his life. 

While he retired to a mountain, he made his 
disciples enter into a ship, that they might go 
over to Capernaum. They were tossed about 
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by contrary winds, which often came sweeping 
down from the mountains with tremendous 
force, lashing the miniature sea into terrible 
fury, and they had much toil in rowing. About 
the fourth watch, or three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he went to them, walking on the sea. 
They were frightened, thinking it was a spirit 
But he spoke to them, and bade them take 
courage, saying, *It is I, be not afraid.' Peter 
answered, * Lord, if it be thou, bid me come 
unto thee upon the waves.' He said, * Come.' 
Peter went down out of the ship to go to Jesus ; 
but when he saw the wind boisterous he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink, cried out, ' Lord, 
save me.' Jesus stretched out his hand and 
took ihold of him, saying, * O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? ' They then en- 
tered into the vessel, the wind ceased, and 
they who were in the ship came and did him 
reverence, saying, * Truly thou art the son of 
God.' 

When they came to the other side of the 
lake, it was soon known that he was there ; and 
the people out of all the villages brought to him 
their sick, and he healed them : the multitude 
also who had been fed the day before, again 
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sought him ; but the remembrance of his kind- 
ness did not act rightly upon their minds ; they 
sought him, not for the sake of hearing his 
instructions and seeing his miracles, but 
hoping to be again .fed. Jesus perceived their 
motive, and would not encourage them to come 
to >iiim for such a reason. He did not wish to 
degrade them by cherishing a habit of depen- 
dence on others; but desired to fix their 
confidence in God, and in their own exertions 
as his children. He spoke at much length to 
them on the subject of the preference to be 
given to spiritual over temporal things. In this 
discourse he not only reproved the multitude 
who sought him for what they could get, but 
said some things which appeared very hard to 
many of his disciples. He defended what he 
had said, and told them that some of them did 
not heartily believe on him ; upon which many 
ceased to follow him, and to be his disciples. 
Jesus therefore said to the apostles, * Do ye 
also desire to go away?' Simon Peter an- 
swered, * Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we 
believe, and know that thou art the holy one 
of Giod.' This reply must have cheered his 
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heart amid the desertion of the others. Yet 
this cheering was not complete ; for Jesus even 
then knew and predicted that he should be 
betrayed by one of these chosen and apparent- 
ly faithful friends. 

Afler this, Jesus held several conversations 
with the Scribes and Pharisees, and with his 
disciples, and performed many miracles. He 
also began to show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem, must suffer much from the 
Elders, Chief Priests, and Scribes, be killed, 
and raised again on the third day. Peter could 
not beheve this, and rebuked him for saying so, 
' Be it far from thee, Lord ; this shall not be 
unto thee.' But he turned and said, * Get thee 
behind me, satan, thou art a stumbUng block 
unto me: for thou regardest not the things 
of God, but the things of men.' He then 
wfimed them all that they must be prepared to 
suffer for his sake, if they would be faithful to 
him ; but told them that it was better to endure 
the loss of every thing they had, than to deny 
the truth and forsake his cause ; and he prom- 
ised that some of them should see his 
kingdom firmly established. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

Si;x days after the preceding conversation, 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John, into a high 
mountain, apart from the other apostles and 
disciples, and. was transfigured before them. 
We are not told precisely what this transfigu- 
ration was ; but his face shone as the sun, and 
his garment became white as the light : Moses 
and Elijah also appeared talking with him. 
It seems to have been a vision of the future 
life, when our mortal bodies shall be changed 
for immortal bodies; and when we shall be 
ablei to converse with those who have already 
died, because our mod6 of existence will be 
like theirs. It is an animating thought Do 
we not earnestly long to converse with the wise 
and good who have gone before us to heaven ? 
Will it not be so if we diligently strive to 
follow them ? Is not the transfiguration on . the 
mountain intended to teach us at what high 
things we may aim, what noble hopes we may 
indulge ? 
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Peter and the other apostles felt what a 
privilege it was to see what they saw ; and 
they said, * It is good for us to be here.' Yet 
they were struck with wonder and fear, and 
Peter proposed that they should erect three 
tabernacles, or tents of boughsi one for Jesus, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah. While 
they were thus in confusion of mind, doubting 
what it all meant, a cloud overshadowed theni, 
and a voice came from the cloud, saying, *This 
is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased ; 
hear ye him.' They were afraid when they 
heard the voice, and fell on their faces. Jesus 
came and touched them, and said, ' Arise, and 
be not afraid.' And when they lifled up their 
eyes they saw no one exeept Jesus. As they 
came down from the mountain, he desired 
them not to tell any one what they had seen, 
until the Son of INIan, as he commonly called 
himself, was risen from the dead. They did 
not know what this meant ; but they obeyed 
his command, and were silent concerning the 
vision and the voice of God. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE LAST JOURNET TO JEBUSALEM. 

Jesus knew that this journey would end in 
his death ; but he looked beyond death, and 
therefore set forth, with firm determination to 
do and to sufier ail that was appointed him. 
He sent some of his disciples on before to 
prepare the necessary entertainment, at the 
places where he must stop in his journey. 
They went for that purpose into a Samaritan 
village ; but the people would not receive him 
because he was going to Jerusalem. James 
and John wished, therefore, to call down fire 
from heaven to consume them, as Ehas did : 
but Jesus turned and rebuked them, saying, 
*Ye know not what spirit ye are of And 
they went to another village. Thus has Christ 
left an everlasting testimony against both big- 
otry, and persecution of men for their bigotry. 
The Samaritans were bigoted; the disciples 
would have destroyed them for it : to the big- 
otry Jesus opposed only patience ; the spirit of 
persecution he repressed by his strong con- 



,y Google 



THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 105 

demnatioii. He appears to have crossed the 
Jorjdan into PersBa, most probably to avoid any 
more such unpleasant conduct in the Samari- 
tans. It was a rather longer, journey to Jeru- 
salem that way ; but it wab better to lengthen 
the road than to be drawn into contentions, or 
to call forth the angry feehngs of an unfriendly 
people. As he passed on, the Pharisees came 
to liim, and asked him many questions con- 
cerning the kingdom of God : they were not, 
however, satisfied: they did not understand 
him, because they were full of worldly expec- 
tations and desires./ 

Jesus knew that some of those who sur- ^ 
rounded him indulged in spiritual pride, trust- 
ing in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despising other men. He therefore spoke 
the following parable : * Two men went up 
into the temple to pray, the one a Pharisee, 
%uid the other a publican ; the Pharisee stood 
by himself, and prayed thus ; *God ! I thank 
thee that I am not as the rest of men, extor-, 
tioners, unjust, adulterers; or even as this 
publican. I fast twice in the week ; I give 
alms of all that I possess I ' And the pubHcan 
standing afar off, would not even lift up his 
10 
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eyes nnto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, *God! be merciful to me, a sinner I' 
I say unto you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than' the other ; for every one 
that exalteth himself shall be humbled; but 
he Jhat humbleth himself shall be exalted.' 

As he journeyed on, little children were 
brought to hinj, that he might put his hands - 
on them and pray. The disciples rebuked 
those who brought them ; but Jesus, always 
kind and tender, ready to receive any offering 
of respect and affection, and to satisfy any 
pure and good desires, replied, * Suffer the little 
children to come unto me : forbid them not ; 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven. Verily 
I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein.' And he took them up in 
his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them. How glad and full of gratitude ' the 
hearts of their mothers must have been I How 
they must have loved and venerated the great 
teacher who thus noticed their httle children, 
instesul of turning coldly away because they 
were too young to understand his teachings ! 
We see in Jesus how closely allied are lowli- 



,y Google 



THE &IFB OP JB8IT8 6HIU8T. 107 

ness of heart and greatness of mind. He who 
was in the bosom of the Father caused some 
of his sweetest smiles to beam upon infants 
yet carried in their mothers' arms. What a 
misemble mistake it is to suppose that there 
is any thing manly, or noble, or exalted, in 
despising the humble, the weak, and help* 



Christ and his attendants now entered Judea. 
The disciples were full of amazement and 
terror at his boldness, knowing how dangerous . 
it was for him to go there. He knew it too, 
and took aside the twelve apostles and said, 
* Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem ; and 
the Son of Man will be delivered up unto the 
Chief Priests and Scribes; and they will 
condemn him to death, and deliver him to the 
Gentiles to mock, and scourge, and to crucify ; 
and the third day he will rise again.' But 
they did not understand him: they thought 
still that it was an earthly kingdom which he 
had come to estabhsh; and some of them 
sought to obtain his promise that they i^hould 
sit on his right hand and on his left, when he 
came to his kingdom. He warned them not 
to expect honors, riches, and power; but 
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shame and poverty, and to be hated and per- 
secuted by all men for his name's sake. ^ 

He journeyed on until he came near Jericho. 
As he was about to enter that ancient city, a 
rich man, a chief collector of taxes, who was 
very short, ran before and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree that he might see Jesus as he 
passed, for the crowd around him hid him from 
his sight. When our Lord came to the place, he 
looked up and bade him descend ; for he desired 
to, stay the remainder of that day in his house. 
Zaccheus was very glad, and made haste to 
receive him. The people were surprised and 
angry that he went as a guest to one so hated 
and despised as a publican ; but he never gave 
way to the clamors of ignorance and prejudice ; 
he pursued his own straightforward course. 
Jesus praised Zaccheus because, while he ex- 
ercised an office that made him strongly dis- 
liked by his countrymen, and avoided by all 
who pretended to greater sanctity than their 
neighbors, he was not provoked to do what 
was unjust in return. On the contrajry, he 
was very charitable to the poor ; and, strictly 
obeying the law of Moses, if he had taken 
more than was due from any man, be restored 
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it 1» him fourfold. If we consider how much 
we are tempted to show dislike and unkind* 
ness to those who have done so to us, what 
feeUngs are apt to rise in our bosoms if 
any one speaks harshly to us, and expresses 
contempt for us in his countenance, we shall 
see how much cause for praise there was in 
the conduct of Zaccheus toward his country* 
men : he was not made hard-hearted and sour 
by their unkindness. 

Afterward, as they were going from Jericho, 
two bhnd men who sat by the way-side 
begging, and heard that it was Jesus of Naz- 
areth who was passing by, besought him to 
have compassion on them. He called them 
and asked what they desired. They an- 
swered, to receive their sight. Jesus had 
compassion, touched " their eyes, and gave 
them sight It was a happy day for them, 
since they no longer had any need to sit beg- 
ging; but could labor diUgently to earn their 
own Uving. 

Jesus thus approached Jerusalem, not going 

in haste, but allowing himself full time to take 

advantage of every circumstance that occurred 

which might be made useful in teaching his 
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disciples, confirming them in truth, and uphold- 
ing the pure and gentle' spirit of his religion. 
He came to Bethany, and went to dine in the 
house of a person named Simon. As he 
reclined at table, Mary, the sister of Lazarus, 
came to the outer side of the couch bringing 
an alabaster vase of pure balsam of spikenard, 
a very expensive perfume, worth. at that time 
about 300 denarii, or £9. 7^. 6d., and anointed 
his head and feet with it. This was a c6stiy 
offering of affection ; but we must remember 
that Lazarus and his sisters appear to have been 
persons of good property, and that therefore she 
could very well afford to do what she did Some 
of the disciples were shocked at what they con- 
sidered the waste of the ointment Our Lord 
never provided himself with such a luxury ; it 
was quite different from the usual simplicity 
of his habits, and they thought that it would 
have been better if it had been sold, and the 
n^oney given to the poor. Chief among these 
objectors was Judas Iscariot ; but his disappro- 
bation had not so pure a source as that of the 
others : he was treasurer, or purse-bearer, of 
the little company of Jesus and his friends, 
and it appears, was in the habit of betraying 
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his trast, and stealing out of the purse for his 
own private use. He did not care for the poor ; 
but the more there was in the purse, the more 
easily he might rob it without fear of detection. 
Jesus took no particular notice of the baseness 
of Judas ; but defended Mary against the 
charge of wastefulness; telling them that 
at any time they might relieve the necessities 
of the poor, while soon they would have no 
opportunity of doing personal kindness and 
honor to him. It was a tribute of love and 
veneration, and as such he received it ; though 
it was so far from being a necessary, or even 
a usual comfort of life. He came to call forth 
love in people's hearts, and he would not check 
it, even when it showed itself in extraordinary 
acts, in acts which could not, and ought not, to 
be often repeated. Had any one imitated this, 
for the sake of gaining applause, or becoming 
a favorite, our Lord would at once have check- 
ed it,* and shown his strong disapprobation of 
it : he liked nothing but what was true and 
simple-hearted. 

"WTien they came to the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples to the little village of 
Bethphage, which was near, directing them to 
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bring to him an ass*s colt which they would find 
there, and bidding them tell the owner that 
the master had need of it They did as Jesus 
commanded, and when the owner asked them 
why they untied it, they said as they had been 
directed, and he immediately suffered them to 
take it away. They brought it to Jesus, and 
spread some of their clothes upon its back, and 
then placed our Lord upon it. There were, 
at this time, great multitudes attending him on 
his journey, going up to Jerusalem from all 
parts to the Passover. Many oi them spread 
their garments in the road, and others cut down 
branches of trees and strewed them in the road.. 
This was a kind of homage only paid to kings, 
governors, sqccessfid generals, men high in 
station and in influence; and to them only on 
extraordinary occasions. It shows, therefore, 
in what great honor our Lord was held at that 
time, by the people generally, and what high 
expectations they had formed from the won- 
derf^il power shown in his nuracles : though 
meek, and lowly, and riding upon an ass, 'they 
treated him as if he were already a king and 
conqueror, such as they expected him to be- 
come. They surrounded him as he went. 
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shouting with glad voices, ' Hosanna I Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord I * ' 
Some of the Pharisees urged him to put a 
stop to these exclamations; but again he 
showed, by a strong figure, that the genuine 
feelings of men's hearts must not, cannot be 
repressed; that if it gratified them to do him 
this honor, he would permit it to be done, say- 
ing, * I tell you, if these should be silent, the 
stones would immediately cry out.* He knew 
well enough in what all this seeming triumph 
would end : he was neither deceived by it, nor 
turned aside from his purpose. Nay, even in 
the midst of Jhis tumult of joyful acclamation, 
when he came into full view of Jerusalem, and 
foresaw, as the consequence of the bUndness, 
hardness of heart, and impenitence of his 
countrymen, the siege and destruction of that 
sacred city, amid slaughter, famine, pestilence, 
and burning, such as had never before been 
seen, he wept over it Biches, glory, power, 
an all-conquering monarch, in splendid palaces, 
surrounded by a magnificent court, were in the 
minds of the multitude ; in the mind of Jesus 
was a clear perception of the miseries that 
were coming upon them. Thus he made his 



,y Google 



114 THE LIFE OF JB8TT8 CHRIST. 

last entry into Jerasalem, a joyful multitude 
around him, and anguish in his bosom. He 
went steadily on, in perfect calmness, betraying 
no fear, no irresolution, no violent indications 
of the woe that lay heavy at his heart. How 
was this ? He had a glorious prospect beyond 
all the suffering and the calamity, — the man- 
sions in the Fathers house, where he shall 
dwell forever with his faithful disciples, disci- 
ples from all nations and climates under heav- 
en, a redeemed and purified multitude whom 
no man hath numbered or can number, an 
assemblage of immortal spirits, having laid 
aside the corruption of earth, and started on 
their glorious career of eternally increasing 
brightness and blessedness. He could both 
suffer and contemplate the greatest present 
evils, because he saw, when they should have 
passed away, infinitely greater good. He 
could trus,t God. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THREE DATS IN THE TEMPLE. 

On the first day he healed the blind and the 
lame : and the children, having caught the en- 
thusiasm of the multitude who accompanied 
him into the city, filled the temple with their 
shouts of * Hosanha to the son of David ! * 
The Priests and the Scribes were again angry 
at this, and asked him if he heard it, evidently 
meaning that he ought not to permit it Again 
our Lord showed his sympathy with all the 
true and kind feelings of the human heart : he 
would not have the children hushed : he list- 
ened with delight to their honest voices : and 
answered the high and proud priests, * Have ye 
never read, out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise?* thus 
showing that there is what is good and accept- 
able to God, even in the praises which children 
utter because they hear others uttering them. 
By them is praise perfected, filled up, made 
complete. They have no sympathy with what 
is cold, formal, and hypocritical : let their voices 
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be heard, therefore, and we know that those to 
whom they look up, and from whom they take 
their tone, must first have been strongly moved 
by some genuine and sound-hearted impulse. 

Jesus discoursed also about oth^r things, on 
this first day, and many among the rulers be- 
lieved on him ; but through fear of the Phari- 
sees they did not confess him, lest they should 
be put out of the synagogue ; that is, as we 
have before seen, not be allowed to approach 
man or woman within six feet, to eat or drink 
with any, or to shave or wash themselves. 
These things would have been exceedingly 
inconvenient and disagreeable to them, and 
therefore they would not speak out boldly ; for 
they loved to have honor from men, more than 
to have honor from God, written in their hearts, 
where no man could see it. 

On the second day he went into the temple, 
and again cast out the traders and money* 
changers. 

On the third day some of the chief priests, 
scribes, and elders came to him in the temple 
and asked him by what authority he did those 
things which he had done on the two past days. 
They did not inquire, ' Is what he has done 
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right ? Is it just that men should- honor him 
for his words and deeds ? Is it proper to cleanse 
the temple of traders and money-changers ? ' 
but, *Who gave you authority to do these 
things?* They wished to be thought very 
religious, very zealous for the honor of God, 
and the purity of his worship : they would not, 
therefore, blame the things themselves, espe- 
cially the cleansing of the temple, because the 
people evidently looked upon it as a good and 
pious deed : they asked him for his warrant for 
what he had done. In his reply he gave them 
to understand that his authority was from God ; 
but he did not plainly tell them so, because 
they would not receive his declarations, nor 
properly interpret any of the many proofs 
which he gave that God was with him. ' In 
doing what he had done, he had broken no 
law, he had merely sought to reform a bad 
custom, which had grown up by degrees until 
it had become a great nuisance. They wished 
for no reform, and sought to^ destroy the mes- 
senger .of God: but they could not then find 
the way ; for the people were astonished at his 
doctrine, and were very attentive to hear him. 
' After this, Jesus related the parables of the 
11 
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man who desired his two sons to go and work 
in his vineyard, and of the man who planted 
a vineyard and let it out to husbandmen. 
Then the Pharisees took measures to entmp 
him into saying something which they might 
make use of against him. But he saw what 
they wanted, and answered them in such a. 
manner as completely to defeat their object 
Then some of the Sadducees came, thinking to 
puzzle him with difficult questions about the 
resurrection; but he silenced them also, by 
referring them for an answer to their scrip-v 
ture^, which ought to have proved to them 
that their fancied difficulty arose only out of 
their own narrow and earthly notions. Some 
of the Pharisees were much pleased at the 
manner in which he had put the Sadducees to 
$ilence ; and one of them, with greater earn- 
estness and sincerity than there had been 
before in their questions, said, * Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the law ? * 
Jesus answered, * The first commandment of 
all is, * Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: ' 
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this is the first commandment. And the 
second is like it, namely this, * Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these.* The 
Scribe said unto him, 'Well, teacher, thou 
hast spoken .truth ; for there is one God, and 
there is none other but he : and to love him 
with all the heart, and with all the under- 
standing, and with all the soul, and, with all 
the strength, and to love one's neighbor as 
one's self, is more than all whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.* When Jesus saw how earn- 
estly and truly he had answered, he said untd 
him, * Thou art not far firom the kingdom of 
God.* And no one durst question him any 
more. 

As Jesus was sitting near the temple treas- 
ury, he saw people putting money into it 
These were voluntary gifts for the service of 
the temple, and were meant to show a desire 
to do honor to God. Among them many rich 
men cast in large gifts, and a poor widow two 
mites, about one farthing of our money. The 
rich cast in what they could well spare, the 
poor widow all that she possessed: and our 
Lord said that she had cast in more than they 
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all ; that is, her self-denia] was immeasnrably 
greater than theirs. It does not follow that 
the poor man's penny must always be thus 
weighed against the rich man's pound; but 
the beautiful and holy lesson to be learned is 
this, that it is not the nature or the amount of 
outward good which is considered by our 
heavenly Father, but the degree of pious and 
kind feeling by which it is produced. After 
some strong condemnation of the hypocrisy of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus went out of 
the temple : as he went, some of his disciples 
called his attention to its magnificence, and 
the massive stones witli which it was built 
The reply of Jesus was a prediction that the 
time was coming when it should be utterly 
destroyed, not one stone being left upon 
another. This prediction was fulfilled forty 
years afterward, when Jerusalem was taken 
by Titus, the son of the Koman Emperor 
Vespasian. Titus made every effort to save 
it; but in vain: its destruction was ordained 
by God, and was effected by the fury of the 
Roman soldiers, excited beyond control by 
the fimatical obstinacy of tlie Jews. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

THE MOUNT OP OLIVES. 

This hill was a little way out of Jerusalem, 
on the east, facing the temple. It was a 
favorite resort of Jesus when he wished ia 
retire from the tumult and fatigue of the city. 
It commanded a fine view of the place in its 
whole extent Thither he went when he left 
the temple, as related at the close of the last 
chapter : and, as he was sitting there with his 
disciples, the city and the temple being full 
fcefore them, and his prediction being strongly 
impressed upon their minds, they asked him 
when those things should take place. He 
told them not immediately; but that first 
there should be many wars and commotions', 
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, in vari- 
ous places: that they themselves would be 
bitterly persecuted, and driven from place tc^ 
place, some of them even suffering death: 
that they must labor, suffer, and watch, tiU 
they saw the Roman armies, with their idola- 
txous ensigns, planted around Jerusalem, and 
11* 
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preparing to besiege it closely : that then they 
should flee from the city into the mountains, 
because these things would be a sure sign to 
them that the destruction of the city and its 
inhabitants drew nigh. He said he could not 
give them more exact warning, because the 
day and hour were known only to God ; they 
were not revealed even to him. The disciples 
behoved his prediction, took heed to his wam- 
-ing, watched till Titus began to enclose Jeru- 
salem with his troops and his intrenchments ; 
and then fled into Peraea beyond Jordan, 
escaping the most- direful of the calamities 
inflicted by that fierce, savage, and most 
bloody war; which ended in the slaughter of 
nearly a million and a half of people, and in 
the utter desolation of the once glorious city. 
The tmin of thought called up in our 
Savior's mind by tliis discourse with his disci- 
ples, brought forth the beautiful parable of the 
master of the house watching against the 
coming of the thief; the nobleman going into 
a far country and leaving authority with his 
steward in his absence ; the ten virgins ; and 
the talents; and also that solemn discourse 
concerning the last judgment, in which the 
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judge is represented as dividing the assembled 
nations, and^ placing them on the right hand 
and on the leil, according to the deeds yrhich 
they had done. 

About this time, perhaps on the very day 
and hour in which Jesus was holding this 
solemn and interesting discourse with his 
disciples on the mount of OUves, the Chief 
Priests, the Scribes, and Elders, consulted 
how they might take Jesus by craft, and put 
him to death : but they said, ' not during the 
feast, lest there should be a tumult among the 
people/ This is another .proof of the great 
veneration which the people generally had for 
our Lord. In the midst of their consultations, 
Judas Iscariot went and offered, for a sum of 
money, to betray him to them in the absence 
of the multitude. This exactly met their 
wishes, and they gladly agreed to purchase 
his treachery for thirty pieces of silver, about 
£3. 1^. Od, of our money. From that time 
Judas sought an opportunity of betraying him. 
He did not become an open enemy of Christ, 
but pretended still to be his friend and fol- 
lower: he went about with him, listened to 
him, and showed him the same outward 
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marks of affection as before. His hypocrisy 
deceived the other apostles ; but it was seen 
through by Christ: he knew what the bad 
man was about ; but he suffered him to go on, 
because he knew that by his death he should 
glorify God, and work out the salvation of men^ 



CHAPTER XXIL 

TH8 LAST PASSOVEB. 

It has been already said that this feast con* ' 
tinned seven days. During that whole period 
the people ate only unleavened bread, that is, 
bread not fermented, or thin biscuits made of 
meal and water. On the first day of unleav<« 
^ned bread the disciples asked Jesus where 
they should prepare for the passover. This 
was not a difficulty, for they might have gone 
to almost any house in Jerusalem whose ' guest 
chamber* was not already occupied, and have 
been freely welcomed. It was simply a ques* 
tion as to what Jesus wished. Every consid* 
erable house had a ' guest dbiamber,' set apart 



,y Google 



THE LIFB OF JB8US CB&ISt. 125 

for occasions like the present, to accommodate 
th9se who came up to the feast from other 
places: and, in smaller houses, the .master 
welcomed his friends, or acquaintance, or even 
strangers, from distant parts, to such accommo- 
dation as he had for himself and family. No 
one thought of his own selfish comfort, while 
puch multitudes were in the city, who had 
come up to worship God and sacrifice in his 
temple. Jesus directed his disciples to a cer- 
tain house where the master would show them 
a large upper room furnished. They went there 
and made ready the passover. This feast was 
eaten after dark : when, therefore, the evening 
was come, he proceeded with liis disciples to 
the appointed place. After they had placed 
themselves at table, he told them that he had 
greatly desired to eat this passover with them 
before he sufiered. Meanwhile his thoughts 
and feelings Ivere very difierent from theirs : 
for whQe his mind was fixed upon the awful 
events which were near, they were debating 
which of them seemed to be greatest He 
gently rebuked them for their worldly-minded- 
ness ; and afterward, probably with reference 
to tliejr ambitious controversy, he rose'from 
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table^ laid aside his outer gannent, took a towel 
and girded it round his waist, leaving the ends 
hanging loose and of sulBicient length for 
wiping with, then poured water into a basin, 
and began to wash the feet of his disciples, 
and to wipe them with the towel. 

When he came to Simon Peter, the warm- 
hearted apostle objected to his master's per^ 
forming so servile an office for him : but Jesus 
showed him that this outward washing was 
emblematical of that inward purification which 
was the object of his mission. Peter then no ^ 
longer objected, but desired that the washing 
might be extended to his hands and his head. 
Having washed all their feet, Jesus put on 
again his outer garment and sat down. He 
then showed them why he had done that to 
them which was usually done by the servants 
of the house ; namely, to give them an exam- 
ple of humility and kindness : * Ye call me 
master and lord : and ye say well, for so I am. 
If I, then, your lord and master, have washed 
your feet, ye ought also to wash one another's 
feet ; for I have given you an example that ye 
(Should do as I have done to you.' What a 
difference there is between this lesson and 
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their strife about who seemed the greatest: 
the one arising out of pride, and leading to 
quanels and hatred, the other dictated by lowly 
kindness, and calling forth tenderness and love. 
It matters not who is great ; biAt it is of the 
utmost consequence who has the mind of 
Christ, and can take upon him the form and 
duty of a servant, putting far away from him 
all contention for the high and proud places of 
the world; or can fill the noblest station to 
which he may be called, in the spirit of ' one 
who serveth.' 

As they were eating, a deeper sorrow than 
any which he had before felt swelled the heart 
of Jesus, and he said, * One of you shall betray 
me/ They eagerly asked, *Is it I?' all of 
them, except Judas, feeling sure that they 
could not willfully betray him. Judas kept 
secret his guilty purpose : and though our Lord 
pointed him out as the person who should 
deUver him up to his enemies, yet the others 
do not appear to have thought that he would 
do it intentionally ; they could not believe that 
he would be guilty of such base ingratitude 
and wickedness ; for when Jesus, reading the 
dark soul of Judas, said to him, ' That thou 
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doest, do quickly/ they thought that he was to 
give something to the poor out of their common 
stock, or to purchase some necessaries for 
themselves. Judas went ou t upon his wretched ' 
errand, having learned what our Lord intended 
to do for the remainder of the evening. He 
found that there would then be an opportunity 
of delivering him up in the absence of the 
multitude. 

Jesus conversed most affectionately with his 
disciples, bidding them now love one another 
more than ever, since he was about to be taken 
from them; and telling Peter that' strong 
temptations were about to try his faithfulness. 
Peter could not endure the thought that in any 
thing he could be unfaithful, and declared that 
he was ready to go with his master to prison 
and to death. Jesus told him that before the 
morning should come, he would three times 
deny that he knew him. Peter would not 
believe it possible. 

As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he bmke it, and 
said, ' Take, eat : this is my body which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me.* After the same manner also he took the 
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cup, when he had supped, saying, ' This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood : this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.' 
The apostle John, who reclined next to our 
Lord at this supper, or, in the words of Scrip- 
ture, * leaned upon his breast,' records a very 
beautiful discourse of Christ's which he ad- 
dressed to his disciples after the preceding 
words. In this he promised them a helper and 
comforter after his departure, that is, the Holy 
Spirit, by which all things that he had taught 
them should be brought to their remembrance. 
This promise was plenteously fulfilled on the 
day of Pentecost, when such a wonderful out- 
pouring of the spirit took place. The apostle 
also records a prayer which Christ offered for 
his disciples, full of tender kindness, of earnest 
desire for their spiritual welfare,' and of trustful 
piety toward the Eternal Father. 
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THE BETRAYAL. 



After they had sung a hymn, they went out 
to the garden of Gethsemane, upon the mount 
of Olives. On their way Jesus told them that 
they would all fall away from him that night 
Again Peter denied that he could be guilty of 
such faithlessness, and all the rest joined in 
the denial. When they came to the garden, 
our Lord lefl the other disciples at the entrance, 
and took in with him Peter, James, and John. 
When they had retired to a sufficiently private 
place, he bade them sit down and watch : and 
he went a short space from them, and fell on 
the ground, and pmyed, saying, * O my Father ! 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me ; 
nevertheless, not as I will but as thou wilt' 
Then being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
When his ^prayer was ended he went to his 
disciples, and found them sleeping; and he 
said to Simon Peter, who had boasted of what 
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lie would do for his master, ' What, could ye 
not watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation : the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak/ 
He went away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, * O my Father, if this cup cannot 
pass away from me, unless I drink it, thy will 
be done.' He went and found, them asleep 
again ; and he left them, and prayed a third 
time, saying the same words. He then return- 
ed, and said, * Do ye still sleep and take your 
rest? Behold the hour is at hand, and the 
Son of Man is delivered into the hands of 
sinners. Kise, let us go : behold he is at hand 
that delivereth me up.' 

• While he was yet speaking, Judas came 
with a great band, armed with swords and 
staves, from the Chief Priests and Elders ; and, 
in agreement with the plan which he had pro- 
posed for pointing out Jesus in the darkness, 
he went up to him, saying, * Hail, master ! ' and 
kissed him. Jesus answered, * Judas, betrayest 
thou the Son of Man with a kiss ? ' and then 
suffered himself to be taken by the officers. 
Some of the disciples would have defended 
him by force ; and Peter even cut off a man's 
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ear by a blow of his sword : but Jesus would 
not permit any such means of rescue to be 
used ; he bade them sheath their swords, heal- 
ed the man's ear, and then turned to the crowd 
and asked them why they had come out againc/t 
him in such numbers, and with such weapons ; 
reminding them how many opportunities they 
had had of arresting him while he was daily 
teaching in the temple : * but this,' he said, * is 
your hour and the power of darkness/ It was • 
not a deed to be done in the face of day, and 
before the multitudes who thronged the house 
of God, and loved and honored his messenger, 
though that love and honor were based on 
mistaken worldly views and hopes, and did 
not stand the trial of his bitter adversity: 
night better suited the treachery of his apostle, 
and the baseness of those who purchased it 
with money. 

When the disciples found that no resistance 
was to be made, they forsook their master and 
fled. His captors led him to the palace of the 
High Priest Caiaphas, Peter and another dis- 
ciple, most probably John, following at a 
distance. That other disciple was known to 
the High Priest: he went in, therefore, with 
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Jesus inta the palace, while Peter stood at thd 
• outer door. Afterward he went and spoke to 
the damsel that kept the door and brought 
Peter in. As he was entering, she asked him 
if he was not one of Christ's disciples ; but he 
declared he was not ; thus once denying the 
master with whom he had so lately said that 
he was ready to go to prison and to death. 
The (servants of the High Priest had made a 
fire in the hall, on account of the cold, and 
Peter stood with them to warm himself. 
While he was standing there, another maid** 
servant saw him, and said to those who were 
ikround the fire, * And this man was with Jesus 
of Nazareth/ Again, the second time, he 
denied his master, sapng, * I know not the 
man/ His denial, however, did not convince 
them, and they said again, * Surely thou art 
one of them, thou art a Galilean, thy speech 
betrayeth thee/ A^d the kinsman of that 
man whose ear Peter had cut off, added, * Did 
bot I see thee in the garden with him ?' But 
the stronger the evidence grew against him, 
the more determined was his denial : he 'now 
denied all knowledge of Jesus with oaths and 
cuxses. Having coolly denied at first for the 
12* 
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sake of escaping observation, and securely 
watching the event of his dear Lord's appre- 
hension, he now denied with impious earnest- 
nesSi impelled by both shame and fear : the 
first falsehood was the consequence of his 
united presumption and self-reliance in the 
hour of security, and his want of calm trust in 
God in the dangerous circumstances into 
which his love prompted him to run; the 
last was wrung from him, amid all the torture 
of a guilty mind, and an unfaithful heart A 
cock then crowed, as Jesus had said, and he 
turned and looked upon Peter, who remem- 
bered his words, * Before the cock crow thou 
wilt deny me three times/ And he went forth 
and wept bitterly. His worldly fear and shame 
gave way to a deeper feeling, the agony of 
conscious guilt : he must have despised him- 
self for his meanness, and condemned hin^iself 
for his iniquity. Unhappy man ! what anguish 
of spirit had he to endure I what severe Strug* 
gles with himself had he to sustain, before he 
reached again the pl^e in which he thought 
he stood so securely ! But let us remember 
that he did regain his place, was a zealous and 
faithful laborer in the spreading of the gospel^ 
and a martyr in his master's cause. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



THE TRIAL. 



They brought our Lord before the High 
Priest He first asked him concerning his dis- 
ciples and his doctrine. Jesus a(;iswered that 
he had always taught openly, and that, there- 
fore, those who heard him might be asked what 
he had taught Hearing this, one of the officers 
of the Higl\ Priest struck Jesus, saying, ' An- 
swerest thou the High Priest thus?' Jesus 
replied, * If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 
the evil ; but if well, why smitest thou me ? ' 
It is a maxim of common sense and common 
justice, that if a man is accused, the nature of 
the crime with which he is charged should be 
sought from his accusers and not from himself. 

Then the Chief Priests and the whole coun- 
cil sought for witnesses against Jesus, who 
should swear such things as would give thenl^a 
fair show of reason for^ demanding his death 
from the Roman governor. . Nor did they 
regaid truth in their wish to destroy him : false 
accusations, perversions of his words, and dis- 



,y Google 



136 THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

tortions of his meaning, were welcomed by 
them, if they could be made the means of his 
condemnation. But all the false evidence 
which they could procure was not sufficient to 
yield an appearance of justice in demanding 
his death; therefore, the High Priest again 
questioned him ; but he still kept silence. At 
length the High Priest said, 'Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the blessed?' Jesus then 
answered, * I am : and ye will see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming among the clouds of heaven.' On this 
reply they seized with eagerness: the H^k 
Priest rent his clothes, being» or pretending tp 
be, deeply shocked and grieved at his words, 
saying, * Wh^t further need have we of wit- 
nesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: 
what think ye?' They all pronounced him 
guilty of death. And now they gave loose to 
those evil passions which had been hitherto 
kept within the bounds of outward decency. 
Some began to spit on him, and to cover hit 
face, and to buffet him, and to say in mockery, 
* Prophecy unto us, thou Christ, who is he that 
smote thee ? ' There are noble instances on 
record of men who have had pity for a fallen 
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enemy, who have treated their conquered foes 
with generous tenderness and respect; but 
these men insulted and reviled one whose only 
crime was, that he loved the people, and sought 
to bring them nearer to God, by a'more enlight- 
ened faith, and a purer holiness. 

They then bound Jesus, and led him away 
to Pontius Pilate, the Koman governor, who 
always took up his residence in Jerusalem 
during the times of the feasts, that he might be 
present to repress any disorders arising from 
so large a concourse of people. They led 
Jesus before the governor, because, though 
they had adjudged him to be guilty of death, 
they had no legal power of carrying their sen- 
tence into execution. They brought him to the 
Praetorium, or court of justice, in fort Antonia, 
which was situated close by the temple, at its 
north-western comer. They did not go into 
the judgment-hall themselves, forj by so doing, 
they would have become, according to their 
notions, unclean, and so unfit to eat the pass- 
over. To bribe false witnesses, to lay a foul 
eharge of blasphemy, to send an innocent man 
before the judge, determined that he should by 
no means escape condemnation, did not, accord- 
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ing to their notions, defile them, did not unfit 
them to eat the passover, did not separate them 
from God and good men : but to enter a hea- 
then court of justice would do so ! What 
darkness of conscience was this, what vain, 
superstition I 

Pilate was accustomed to their ways, and 
therefore went out to them and asked, ' What 
accusation bring ye against this man ? * They 
answered, * If he were not a malefactor, we 
should not have delivered him up unto thee.' 
They then seem to have brought their accusa- 
tion of blasphemy against him, for Pilate 
evidently wished to get rid of the matter, as a 
thing altogether indifferent to the Eoman 
government: he bade them take Jesus and 
judge him according to their law. This they 
refused, because they had no power to put 
him to death, and it was his death they sought 
To force Pilate's attention to the case, they 
forged another lie, and joined to it another 
distortion of the truth, saying, ' We found this 
man perverting the nation, and forbidding to 
give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself 
is Christ, a king.* No Roman magistrate 
dared slight such an accusation as this, or 
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refuse to inquire into it ; Pilate, therefore, went 
in again to Jesus, and said, ' Thou art the king 
of the Jews ? ' Jesus replied that his was not 
an earthly kingdom. Pilate in wonder said, 
*Art thou a king, then?' Jesus answered, 

• Thou sayest truly that I am. For this cause 
was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
worM, that I should bear witness unto the 
truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth 
my voice.' Pilate said, * What is truth ? ' as 
though he knew not whether to mock or pity 
what he deemed his fanaticism. 

He went out to the people again, and said, 

* I find no fault in this man.' But they urged 
his condemnation only the more eagerly, de- 
claring that he had preached sedition from 
Galilee to Jerusalem. Pilate then asked if 
he were a Galiles^n, and finding that he was, 
sent him to Herod, the ruler of Galilea 
Herod was very giad of this, for he had long 
desired to see Jesus, and hoped to witness 
some miracle ; but Jesus performed no miracle 
for the satisfaction of any man's curiosityi 
neither would he before Herod answer any 
accusations. Herod and his soldiers mocked 
him, put on him a gorgeous robe, and sent 
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him back to Pilate. FLLate then called together 
th,e Chief Priests and rulers, and the people, 
and said, ' Ye have brought unto me this man, 
as one that perverteth the people : and behold 
I, having examined him before you, have 
found no fault in him touching tliose things 
whereof ye accuse him : no, nor yet Herod : 
for I sent you to him, and behold nothing 
worthy of death hath been done by him. I 
will therefore chastise him and release him.* 

It was customary for the Roman governor, 
at this feast of the Passover, to set at Hberty 
any one prisoner whom the people desired to 
be released ; and Pilate seeing that our Lord 
had done no evil, certainly not against the 
Roman' government, when the people began 
to demand that he should observe this annual 
custom, desired that Jesus should be the one 
to be set at liberty. He was tlie more desirous 
of this, for his wife had sent a message to 
him, saying, * Have thou nothing to do with 
that righteous man, for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream, because of him/ 
And the Romans were accustomed to give 
great attention to dreams. He' therefore 
proposed to release Jesus: but the Chief 
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Priests and Elders persuaded the multitude to 
demaud that Barabbas should be released*, a 
man who had really been guilty of the crime 
of sedition, of which Jesus was falsely ac- 
cused ; and who had stained his sedition of a 
deeper die by murder, while Jesus had restored 
the dead to life. Pilate therefore said, * What 
then shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?' They replied, * Crucify him/ But 
Pilate said, 'Why? what evil has he done?' 
This only made them cry out more vehemently, 
* Crucify him, crucify him I * 

When Pilate, saw that he could not per- 
suade or pacify them, he took water, and 
washed his hands before them, and said, ' I 
am innocent of the blood of this righteous 
man, see ye to it.' And all the people 
answered, *His blood be upon us and upon 
our children.' His blood was indeed upon 
them and their children; but Pilate by that 
foohsh ceremony could not cleanse himself 
from his share in the guilt of our Lord's death. 
As governor and judge, it was his duty to 
defend the oppressed, and clear the innocent 
The soldiers of Pilate took Jesus again into 
the Prsetorium, put on him a scarlet robe, 
13 
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platted a crown of thorns, and placed it on his 
head, put a reed in his hand for a sceptre, and 
bent before him in mockery, saying, * Hail, 
king of the Jews!' They also spat upon 
him, and took the reed and smote him on the 
head. Pilate suffered all this to be done, and 
then went forth again to tell the people that 
he found no fault in Jesus, £^nd brought him 
out, wearing the mock ensigns of royalty, and 
said, * Behold the man!' There seems to 
have been in this action, bitter scorn of' both 
our Lord and his persecutors. 

Wlien the Chief Priests and officers saw 
him, they cried out, * Crucify him.* Pilate 
was still unwilling to condemn him : but they 
again accused him' of blasphemy, and said that 
by their law he ought to die; and thus 
alarmed Pilate, lest he should refuse a proper 
demand. He, therefore, once more led Jesus 
into the Praetorium, and questioned him ; and 
again, finding nothing but innocence, gentle- 
ness, and candor in him, he again sought to 
release him. But the Jews cried out, * If thou 
let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend ; 
every one who maketh himself ' a king, 
speaketh against Caesar.' When Pilate heard 
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that, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down on 
the judgment-seat, which was in a place 
called the pavement, in front of the Prasto- 
rium, and said, 'Behold your king!' But 
they cried out, ' Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him ! ' Pilate said, * Shall I 
cmcify your king?* The Chief Priests an- 
swered, * We have no king but CaBsar/ Then 
he condemned him to be crucified. 

And thus ended the pretended trial of our 
blessed Lord, in which not even the shadow 
of justice was preserved, which was only 
made the means of bringing about that de- 
struction which was determined on from the 
beginning, by the Sanhedrim, or highest Jew- 
ish tribunal, which ought to have been the 
safeguard of the rights and liberties of every 
Jew. *It is expedient for us,' said one of 
their number, 'that one man should die for 
the people, that the whole nation do not 
perish.' To this the others consented, and 
they rested not until they had fulfilled this 
counsel. 
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THE OETJCIPIXION. 



They led Jesus away from the judgment-seat 
to crucify him. At first he bore his cross him- 
self; but as they went, they found a man 
ntimed Simon, an inhabitant of Cyrene, com- 
ing from the country, and made him carry the 
cross after Jesus. There followed him a 
great multitude of people who remembered 
his kindness, and venerated his holiness. 
Women smote their breasts in sign of their 
grief, and wept for the pain and shame that 
were so unworthily inflicted upon him. , He 
turned to them and said, ' Dai^ghters of Jeru- 
salem, weep not for me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your children.' He then referred 
to the dreadful miseries which h^ saw coming 
upon them. There is a street in Jerusalem, 
through which he is supposed to have been 
passing when he said this ; it is called < the 
mournful road : ' but we see that his mourning 
was not for himself, but for others ; he forgot 
his own approaching sufferings in his deep 
compassion for theirs. 
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He was taken to a hill jiist outside the city 
walls, called Golgotha, or the place of a skull, 
because it was a burial place, or because the 
hill was in the shape of a skull. It is also 
sometimes called Calvary. There they cruci- 
fied him, and two robbers with him, one on 
either hand. Not even then did his kindness 
forsake him, or his thoughtfulness for others : 
he prayed for those who put him to his cruel 
and lingering death, saying, * Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do/ 

Pilate ordered an inscription to be placed, 
according to law, upon the cross of Jesus. He 
caused it to be written in Greek, Latin, and 
Hebrew, that all who passed by might be able 
to read and understand it It was this : ' Jesus 
of Nazareth f the king of the Jews* The Chief 
Priests besought him to alter it, and to write 
instead, * He said I am king of the Jews.' But 
Pilate refused, saying, * What I have written I 
have written.' 

The soldiers divided his garments among 
themselves, casting lots for his vest, which viras 
woven in one piece. The people stood looking 
on, and \vith the rulers scofied at him, saying, 
*Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and 
13* 
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buildest it again in three days! save thyself 
and come down from the cross/ * He saved 
others, himself he cannot save. If ho is the 
king of Israel, let him now come down from 
the cross, and we will beUeve him. He trusted 
in God ; let him now deliver him, if he delight- 
ed in him : for he said, * I am the Son of God/ * 
They thought that they had triumphed com- 
pletely : they rejoiced in the success of their 
wickedness : they turned the very piety of his 
noble heart into a weapon for piercing his sou] 
amid his bodily agony. The soldiers, in the 
wantonness of their hard-heartedness, followed 
their malignant example, and said, ' If thou art 
the king of the Jews, save thyself ' Nothing 
less could be expected from them. One of the 
robbers too railed at him, and bade him save 
himself and them ; but the other said, ' Dost 
not thou fear God, since thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly: for 
we are receiving the reward of what we have 
done ; but this man hath done nothing amiss/ 
And he said to Jesus, 'Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom.' Jesus 
answered that he should be with him in para- 
dise. 
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The mother of our Lord, who had so rejoiced 
at his birth, who had watched his increase in 
stature and in wisdom with such joy as only a 
mother can feel, who had laid up many things 
in her heart concerning him which she did not 
at first understand, but which seemed to prom- 
ise that he would be good and great, who had 
been so eager for the first public display of 
his mimculous powers, so full of anxiety when 
she found what multitudes he collected aroimd 
him to listen to his discourses and to witness 
his deeds, and what envy and hatred this 
created in the priests and doctors of the law, 
— now stood near his cross to witness the close 
of his divine life; with what feelings, with 
what hopes, with what expectations, we do not 
know; but if any one understood and believed 
his prediction that in three days he should rise 
again, it was surely she. If she had not 
believed it, could she have stood there ? Near 
her stood the beloved disciple John. When 
Jesus saw them, he said to his mother, 'Woman, 
behold thy son ! ' And to the disciple he said, 
* Behold thy mother ! ' And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home. And we 
cannot doubt that he cherished her with all the 
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Teaemtion, and consoled her with all the ten- 
derness, which were due to the mother of his 
beloved master vand friend. Happy disciple to 
be so honored ! Happy home, where the holy 
Mary spent her last earthly days, in patience 
waiting for her summons to the mansions of 
the Father's house, to dwell with her exalted 
Son, in peace, blessedness, and glory, forever ! 
For. three hours after this, that is, from the 
sixth to the ninth hour, according to the Jewish 
reckoning, or from twelve o'clock to three in 
the afternoon, according to our reckoning, there 
was darkness over the whole land. Then 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, as the pain grew 
more intense, * My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ? ' The first words of this 
piercing exclamation were in Hebrew, * Eloi, 
Eloi ! ' Some thought therefore that he called 
upon the prophet Elias or Elijah ; and when a 
man filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it 
upon a reed, and gave him to drink, they said, 
' Let him alone ; let us see if Elijah is coming 
to take him down/ Nature was now exhaust- 
ed, and when he had received the vinegar he 
said, * It is finished. Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit' And he bowed his head. 
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and died. The centurion commanding the 
Koman guard, when he heard' Jesus* last words, 
and saw him expire thus, exclaimed, * Surely 
this man was the Son of God/ 

As this was Friday, and the Sabbath would 
begin on the first hour of night, or, as we should 
call it, at six o'clock on Friday evening, the 
Jews besought Pilate that the legs of those 
who had been crucified might be broken, in 
order to hasten their death, for men sometimes 
lingered many, many hours or eyen days in 
dreadful agony upon the cross. They asked 
this not out of any feeling of compassion, but . 
in order that their bodies might be taken away 
before the sabbath came ; for they would have 
regarded their remaining as a profanation of 
the sabbath. Pilate gave his consent, and 
they broke the legs of the two thieves ; but 
when they came to Jesus they found that he 
was already dead, and so did not break his legs ; 
but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his 
side, from which flowed out blood and water, 
a sign that he' was really dead. 



,y Google 



CHAPTEE XXVI 



THE BURIAL. 



In the evening, Joseph, a rich man of Arima- 
thea, a town in Judea, went to Pilate and 
asked leave to take away the body of Jesus. 
When Pilate had learned from the centurion 
that he had now been some time dead, he gave 
leave ; and Joseph went and took down the 
body, and| aided by that same Nicodemus who 
went to Jesus by night, wrapped it in fine Unen, 
with myrrh, aloes, and spices, and laid it in a 
new sepulchre, hewn out in a rock, where no 
one had yet been buried. It was in a garden, 
near the place of our Lord's crucifixion. 

Many women had stood afar off to witness 
the last moments of the beloved teacher, 
hoping perhaps to the end that he would save 
himself They had followed him from Galilee, 
and now how desolate in heart did they return 
home! The hght of their days was gone. 
Two of them, Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses, staid also to see his burial, ^ 
and beheld where he was laid, and that a 
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great stone was rolled up to close the entrance 
of the sepulchre. They also prepared spices 
and ointment to anoint him; but rested on 
the sabbath day according to the command- 
ment. 

On the next day, the Chief Priests and 
Pharisees went together to Pilate, and said, 
* Sir, we remember that the deceiver said, 
while he was yet ahve, * After three days' I 
shall rise again.* Command, therefore, that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest his disciples cdme and steal him away, and 
say unto the people, * He hath been raised 
from the dead,' and the last deception will be 
worse than the first' Pilate answered, *Ye 
have a guard; go your way, and make it as 
secure as ye can.* So they went^ made it 
secure, placed the guard, and sealed the stone. 



,y Google 



CHAPTER XXVIL 



THE RESURRECTION. 



We call the first day in the week Sunday, 
because our heathen ancestors so called it in 
honor of the sun ; we call it also the Lord's day, 
because it was the day of our Lord's resurrec- 
tion ; and sometimes the sabbath, in imitation 
of the Jews, because it is our day of rest from 
the busy pursuits of Ufe, dedicated to the 
public worship of God, and to various other 
uses in accordance with the spirit of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and fitted to refresh and glad- 
den our minds. 

Early in the morning of this day, before it 
was light, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, Joanna, and Salome,' went 
to the sepulchre, taking with them sweet spices 
to anoint the Savior's body. As they drew 
near they said one to another, * Who will roll 
away the stone for us ? ' But, looking up, they 
saw that the stone was rolled away. Mary 
Magdalene waited only to see that the body 
was not there, and then ran to Peter and John, 
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and said, * They have taken away the Lord out 
of the sepulchre, and we know not where they 
have laid him.* They ran in all haste to the 
> sepulchre. In the mean time, a vision of 
angels had informed the other women that 
Jesus had risen from the dead, and they went 
away. Peter and John soon came to the sep- 
ulchre, and went in, and saw the grave clothes 
lying, and that Jesus was indeed not there- 
Yet it did not occur to them that he had risen, 
they believed that it was as Mary Magdalene 
had said, that some persons had taken away 
the Lord. The facts were these, that there 
had been an earthquake, and the angel of the 
Lord had descended from heaven, and rolled 
away the stone from the entrance : his coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow, and for fear of him the soldiers 
who guarded the tomb trembled and became 
as dead men. While they were in this stnpor 
Jesus appears to have arisen and departed from 
the tomb. When they recovered, they went 
into the city and told the Chief Priests what 
had happened. They bribed the soldiers to be 
silent as to the truth, and to say., * His disciples 
came by night, and stole him away while we 
14 
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slept,' promising, at the same time, to secure 
them from the consequences of such a con-^ 
fessed neglect of duty and disciphne. Having 
determined to destroy Jesus and his doctrine, 
they could not be convinced of his mission by 
any miracle ; nor could they be turned aside 
from their purpose by the necessity for using 
any fraud or falsehood: they plunged deeper 
and deeper into crime. 

When Peter and John had convinced them- 
selves that Jesus was not there, they went 
home again ; but Maiy Magdalene stood weep* 
ing outside the sepulchre, and as she. wept 
she looked in and saw two angels in white 
garments, sitting one at the head, and the other 
at the feet where Jesus had lain. They said, 
* Woman, why art thou weeping ? ' She an- 
swered, ' Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
him.' She theijL turned back, and saw Jesus 
standing; but did not, through her tears, see 
that it was he. The Lord said, ' Woman, why 
art thou weeping ? Whom art thou seeking ? ' 
She thought he was the gardener, and said to 
him, ' Sir, if thou hast borne him hence; tell 
jne where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
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Mm away/ Jesus said, * Mary ! * She tamed 
and looked full at him, and said, * Babboni ! ' 
that is. Teacher ! and appears to have fallen at 
his feet, clinging to him in the eagerness of 
her joy ; for Jesus said, ' Touch me not ; for I 
have not yet ascended to my Father: but go 
to my brethren, and say unto them, * I ascend 
unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your God.' And she went and told 
these things to his disciples. 



14* 
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CHAPTER XXVIII; 

FURTHER MANIFESTATIONS OP CHRIST. 

' Two OP the disciples who had heard of the 
eeptilchre being found empty, but not of the 
appearance of Jesus to Mary Magd^ene, wfent 
on the same day to Emmaus, a village a few 
miles from Jerusalem. As they were going, 
Jesus joined them, but they did not know him. 
He remarked their sadness, and drew from 
them an account of what had happened, as 
they believed it. Having heard their tale, he 
called their attention to the scriptures in which 
the sufferings, death, and resurrection of Christ 
were foretold, and reproached them for not 
seeing that all had happened as it was foretold. 
They seem to have been greatly interested in 
his discourse, for when they came to Emmaus 
they pressed him earnestly, as the evening was 
coming on, to go in and rest with them, and 
take some .refreshment He consented : and 
as they were at table, he took bread, blessed it, 
and having broken it, gave it to them. Here 
were the very words, tones, and manner of 
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their beloved master, and they knew him, but 
he disappeared from them, and they said to 
ene another, ' Did not our hearts bum within 
us, while he talked with us on the way, and 
while he opened to us the Scriptures ? ' They 
quickly returned to JerusEdem, and told the 
tidings to the disciples ; but they did not believe 
theuL 

Again, therefore, he appeared to the eleven 
as they sat at meat, saying, ' Peace be unto 
you/ But he upbraided them with their unbe« 
lief, showing them his hands, feet, and side, 
pierced with the nails and the spear. Still they 
hesitated, through joy; and he partook of food 
with them, convinced them entirely, and said, 
* Peace be unto you I as the Father hath sent 
xne, I also send you.' But the apostle Thomas 
was not with the rest when this took place ; 
and when they told him of it, he said, * Unless 
I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and put my hand into his side, I shall not be- 
lieve.' After eight days, when the disciples 
were again assembled, and Thomas with them, 
Jesus stood in the midst of them and scud, 
' Peace be unto you ! ' and to Thomas, ' Beach 
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hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and 
reach hither thy hand and put it into my side : 
and be not unbeheving, but believing.* Thomas 
answered, *My Lord and my God!* Jesus 
said, ' Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
hast thou believed? Blessed are they that, 
have not seen, and yet have beheved/ 

After these things, Jesus showed himself 
again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. 
Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, Eund two ether dis- 
ciples, went to fish on the lake, and caught 
nothing all the night. Jesus went to them in 
the morning, and desired them once more to 
cast their net, and they caught an immense 
number. John, therefore, said to Peter, * It is 
the Lord.* Peter immediately put on his upper 
garment, and cast himself into the sea to go to 
Jesus, the rest following in the vessel. When 
they came on shore they found food prepared, 
and Jesus said, * Come and eat* And they 
partook of food together. 

When they had finished, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, * Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me 
more than these ? * He replied, * Yea, Lord! 
thou knowest that I love thee.* Jesus said, \ 



,y Google 



THB LIFB OF JE8VS CHRIST. 159 

* Feed my lambs/ A second time Jesus said 
to him, ' Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou me ? ' 
He answered, * Yea, Lord ! thou knowest that 
I love thee/ Jesus said, * Feed my sheep/ 
Then again, a third time he said, * Simon, son 
of Jonah, lovest thou me ? ' Peter was grieved, 
because he so often asked this question, and 
replied, ' Lord ! thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee/ Jesus said, ' Feed 
my sheep ; verily, verily, I say unto thee, when 
thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldst: but when 
thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird, thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldst not* This was 
said by our Lord, to intimate by what death 
Peter should seal his apostleship: and the 
^ tradition is, that he was crucified at Rome, 
with his head downward. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



THE ASCENSION. 



Jesus desired his disciples to go to a certain 
mountain in Galilee. They therefore went 
and met him there ; and he said, ' All power is 
given unto me in heaven and on earth* Go ye 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things, whatsoever I have com- 
manded you. And lo, I am with you always 
unto the end of the world.* 

Afterward, when they were again assembled 
in Jerusalem, he led them out as far as Betha- 
ny, a village situated on the mount of Olives ; 
and he Hfted up his hands and blessed them. 
And while he was blessing them, he was part- 
ed from them, and carried up into heaven. 
And they worshiped him, that is, bowed with 
their faces to the ground, in sign of homage to 
their beloved, honored, and glorified' master. 
They returned to Jerusalem with great joy ; 
and were continually in the temple, praising 
and blessing God. 
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No. 21 Tremont Bow, Boston. 



LIFE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS QHRIST, 

written especially for children and yoath. 

It is a tnogrephy of the Sarior, giying a connected view of hii Bfe, teochinea, 
wonderful works, trial, cniclfixion^ resurrection, and ascension to heaven, uie 
narratlTe of whicti is founded on Oarpenter's Harmony of the Gospels. Bfr. 
Ware's work on a similar plan, is desiened for a more advanced clan of young 
persons } this for children and youth. It is divided into twenty-eight shon 
chapters; arraased with perfect method; written with commendaNe duplicity 
and clearness of style; and running through it^as a silver thread, is a natural 
and beautiful commentary on the leading facts and truths of the Savior's life, 
■o that by whomsoever read» the moral must be received with the narrative. 

CkriMian Jiegiater, 

The Inddenis, as recorded by the Evan|||eHst8, concerning him who came to 
deliver the world fh>m sin, are set down m order, and so beaulifully woven 
together, that no one, whether cdd or young, can fUl of being interested and 
benefited. 

We think teachers of Sunday Schools ^ight make it a valuable manuel, so 
nuwestive is it of appropriate questions and exhortations in all matters pertain- 
ing to fUth and practice. ChriDtimi World. 

WILLIE ROGERS, or Temper Improved. 

* This story is simple, truthfUl, natural, interesting, well conceived, and well 
executed.' 

ALICE BRADFORD, or Experimental Religion. 

FRESH FLOWERS FOR MY CHILDREN ; by a Mother 
With engravings. 

'The author of this little book, would assure her youthAil readers that the 
■ongB and baUads of which it is composed, all have the duum of truth.' 

This little volume conrists erf* short poems, and stories in proae, written in a 
pleasing and faraiUar style, and calculated to attract the attennon and Improve 
the character of the youthful reader. Evening Oazette, 

A NATURAL HI STO R Y of the most remarkable Quadrupeds, 
Birds, Fishes, Serpents, Reptiles, and Insects. With two 
hundred engravings. By Mrs. Maby Tbimmer. 
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ADVCRTISEMENT. 



BIBLE BIOGRAPHY^ in the form of queftiont wi(h roferenceg 
/ to Scriptare for answers 

THE WORCESTER ASSOCIATION CATECHISM. 

POETRY FOR HOME AND SCHOOL. Selected by the 
author of Theory of Teaching, &c. 

* A leleetlosconldhflidly bemad* that should address Itself more 'vbtoini^ 
to the heart, the &ncy, and the religious sentiments of the young reader.' 

THE TAMED AND THE UNTAMED, with other Stories, 
by the author of Willie Rogers. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF FENELON, 

with a Memoir of his Life. By Mrs. Pollen. Fourth edition, 
with introductor}' remarks, by W. E. CuANiviiro, D. D. 

THOUGHTS ON SPIRITUAL SUBJECTS, translated from 
the writings of Fenblon^ with a fine engraved likeness of the 
author, from an original picture by Vivian. 

*Thi8 little volTime, as its title purports, Is a compilation of some of the 
ehcncest ineces from the pen of tiiis eminent divine.' Ch. Wixtckman. 

* His writings are ftill of tiie gennine spirit of Christ The holiest mayread 
them witii profit and delight. The typosnphical dreas of the present volume is 
beautifiil, and befitting its contents.' Z&n'a JHerakU 

' Those who have read a previons volume by Mrs. Follen, of traaslaiians from 
the same au&or, will be glad of tiiisi for they both open a deep mine of 
religions thou^dit, and a perpetual fountain from which tiiey may refresh and 
strengthen their dovotioiial feelings.* CArigtian Begiaiar, 

THE CHAPEL HYMN BOOK. 

This small hymn book is well suited for vcstar and sodal meetings. It eon- 
tains 487 hymns, and is full bound m leather, nice SS cents. 

MEDITATIONS FOR THE AFFLICTED AND SICK. 
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